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Cut this out, stick it up and show them! Don’t let Chunnu, Munnu, mummy, papa, 
your neighbour or Moti the dog come between you and_your favourite music channel. 
Enjoy! 
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TRUE SPIRIT OF 
DIVALI ABSENT 


Nice to see the Nov. issue 
of Upbeat on the stands-it 
came at just the right festive 
time of Divali. I was quite 
intrigued by the opinions of 
the youngsters who gave 
their views on what they 
would do during the last 
Divali of the millennium. 
Most of them, wanted to just 
have a good time-burn fire- 
crackers, eat sweets, etc. It 
seems that the real back- 
ground of the festival, the 
return of Lord Rama from 
Ayodhya, was forgotten, as 
was the traditional Pooja 
most people do in their 
homes. I, in fact, highly ap- 
preciated the Delhi school 
kids, who went out on the 
streets saying ‘Say no to fire- 
crackers and the pollution 
they cause’, besides, of 
course, the money one burns 
to buy them. I however, 
agree with your editorial 
that Divali is atime fora new 
and better you rather us-time 
to introspect, time to think 
of the future, one’s plans, 
and so on. 


Another good article was 
‘Don’t worry be happy’. 
Most of us are worry warts 
at one time or the other, and 
the tips like ‘Keeping a 
worry list’ will be highly 
useful. 


AMIT LOIWAL, 
Baroda 


3 BROTHERS & A 
VIOLIN 


Unlike our bubble gum 
pop stars of India, 3 Broth- 
ers & A Violin come like a 
breath of fresh. air so it was 
nice to read about them in 
your November ’99 issue. 


Well-versed in classical 
music, these 3 Brothers from 
the south have been per- 
forming for at least 25 years 
with Viswanath playing the 
mridangan, Sriram his vio- 
lin and Narayan the ghatam. 
Together they have given 
over 1000 public perform- 
ances all over India and also 
in the U.S. It’s surprising 
that the brothers with aclas- 
sical background should 
have come out with an al- 
bum which is a blend of In- 


dian pop called ‘Savariya’ 
and which has created quite 
a few ripples. They are ma- 
ture, highly educated, lack 
glamour and a pop image, 
and yet the album has been 
well-received. According to 
them, the music comes from 
their deep understanding of 
the classical genre. The com- 
positions and the singing 
seek to blend the fresh with 
the familiar, Indian and in- 
ternational, traditional and 
the contemporary. 


Indian pop music is ma- 
turing and with the public 
demanding better stuff, soon 
we'll have more talented 
artistes, better music and the 
music companies will be 
more discriminating which 
is a very healthy trend. 


GEETA BAJAJ, 
Pune 


VJS & DIVALI 


Your cover story on the 
last Divali of this millen- 
nium and how the veejays 
celebrate it in your Novem- 
ber ’99 issue was interesting 
but they had nothing new to 
say nor did they voice any 
innovative ideas on how to 
celebrate this special Divaili. 
All the same it was good to 
know that this is the time 
when most of them would 
like to be with their families 
and enjoy togetherness with 
them. 


It’s a pity that for the 
youth every festival is fun- 
time and the religious sig- 
nificance is lost in the din 
of merriment. Religious fes- 
tivals should spread a lot of 
goodwill and cheer and 
bring people together. But in 
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most cases that’s not hap- 
pening. For most youth 
these festivals are occasions 
to party particularly for up- 
per middle class and the rich 
youth who are spoilt silly 
with a lot of money. 


NEELAM SETHI, 
New Delhi 


ANCIENT WISDOM 
TO SOLVE TODAY’S 
PROBLEMS 


Imagine the present-day 
generation has to fall back on 
ancient wisdom to cope with 
the pressures of today. The 
three acknowledged masters 
on whom you can count are 
Moses, Buddha _= and 
Shakespeare. 


Moses on Management 
by Los Angeles Rabbi David 
Baron (Pocket Books) offers 
“50 leadership lessons from 
the greatest manager of all 
time.” Whether you are an 
executive trying to “bring 
your staff out of the slave 
mentality” or are just on the 
lookout for burning bushes 
— anomalous events, odd 
coincidences,’ - quirky 
insights for new uses of old 
products” — the book has 
lessons that are hardly the 
worse for wear after 3000 
years. 


For those of a different 
religious stripe, there is 
What Would Buddha Do? by 
Franz Metcalf (Seastone), a 
religious instructor at Cali- 
fornia State University in 
Los Angeles. It has twice as 
many lessons - 101 “answers 
to daily dilemmas.” The ti- 
tle is a play on the “What 


would Jesus do movement,” 


which has put millions of 
“W.W.B.D.” bracelets on the 
wrists of the faithful across 
America. If you buy the Bud- 
dha book the publisher will 
send you a free “W.W.B.D.” 
bracelet.” 


For those of a more secu- 
lar bent there is Shakespeare 
in Charge, sub-titled the 
Bard’s guide to leading and 
succeding on the business 
stage. It bears the imprint of 
talk Miramax books, the 
folks who brought you 
Shakespeare In Love and 
Tina Brown’s Talk magazine. 
It was written by the high- 
powered duo of Norman 
Augustus, former chairman 
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and chief executive of 
Lockheed Martin Corp. and 
Kenneth Adelman, Comer 
US arms control director and 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. 


It’s heartening to note 
that the youth of today who 
like to discard all that’s old 
have now to turn to Moses, 
Buddha and Shakespeare to 
solve their problems. 


FRANCIS D’SILVA, 
Panaji 


BACKSTREET BOYS 
CREATE HISTORY 


Your ‘Special Feature’ on 
the Backstreet Boys who 
have created history with 
‘Millennium’ was very inter- 
esting and informative. They 
have captivated the hearts of 
the youth. Just a week after 
Ricky Martin scored 1999’s 
top sales week and achieved 
the best-selling first week 
ever fora contemporary pop 
artist, the Backstreet Boys’ 
second album ‘Millennium’ 
shattered those records and 
sold more copies in a week 
than any album in any genre. 
Well done, boys! BSB are the 
biggest name in American 
popular music at the mo- 
ment. 


Within a few years BSB 
are the biggest-selling pop 
act in the world. They've 
worked hard to get fame and 
fortune. But how long they'll 
remain at the top is any- 
body’s guéss since pop 
groups come and go and it’s 
not like before when you 
took time to reach the top of 
the ladder but you stayed 
there longer. 


NALINI RAO, 
Bangalore 


horse-riding, shooting. 
Confidentiality and reply 
assured. Write soon to 
Chetan Kothari, Post Box 
No. 26514, Cumbala Hill. 
Post Office, Bhulabhai 
Desai Road, Mumbai-400 
026. Off. Tel.: 3825709. 
Mobile: 9820135434. 


> Hi! I'm a young lady 
teacher interested in 
penfriendship, music, 
travelling, stamps, maga- 
zines. Drop a line in Eng- 


> Hi gals & ladies! I’m 
slim, energetic, BM busi- 
nessman (36) with dy- 
namic personality. I re- 
quire long-lasting and true 
friends between 20 to 45 
years of age. My hobbies 


18 K. M. Das Lane, Ground 
Floor, Dhaka-1203, Bangla 
Desh. Reply assured to all. 
Age and sex no bar. 

> Hi guys! I'm a 
broadminded, fun-loving 
and jovial guy interested 
in everything under the 
sun. I invite broadminded, 
taboo-free males for ever- 
lasting friendship. I prefer 


if 


are cricket, music, read- 
ing, swimming, travelling, 


photography, karate, of 17 to 24 only. Confiden- 
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CRYSTAL 
Reputed manufacturers 
of diamond and gold 
jewellery with decades 
of experience 
Showroom & Office: 


303, Anjali Building, French Bridge, 
Opera House, Mumbai-400 007. 


Tel.: 3825709 


PASS PRIVATELY 


Mumbai Board 
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OPEN UNIVERSITY OFFERS 
B.A., B.Com., 

B.Sc., Maths (18'S) 
M.A. M.Com (21 yrs.) 


MAYFAIR CLASSES 


6, Super Shopping, Above Nadco, 
S.V. Rd., Near Andheri (W) Station 
Phone: 628 9829 / 670 1724 
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: lish, to Mrs. Soheli Banerjee, 


boys/teenagers from the age | 


tiality and reply assured. 
Drop a line to P. S. Raj, 


DSPML 5th Floor, 79/91 2652404 


“PEN PALS’ COUPON 


Date of Birth 


Hobbies or Interests 


Fee: Students — Rs.30+ Adults — Above 21, Rs.40+ 
Rs.50+ extra for photographs. 


Send Drafts, Money Orders & Cheques (Local only will 
be accepted) addressed to UPBEAT, 3B Elegant 
Apartments, Sobhani Road, Colaba, Bombay-400 005. 
Please note these are not ads but editorial copy for 
which we are charging you nominal fee and we have 
the discretion to change your copy to suit our 
editorial policy. 
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COVER 
STORY 


With the millennium fever rag- 
ing like mad all over the country 
and as the countdown begins for 
the year 2000, a new dance al- 
bum ‘Y2K Saal Do Hazaar’ an 
HMV release, by the immensely 
talented and popular veejay, 
model, actress, live-wire per- 
former and singer Raageshwari 
(popularly known as ‘Raags’) was 
released on November 29. The al- 
bum promises to set the dance 
floors afire on the millennium 
night. 


After the success of her two 
albums ‘Duniya’ and ‘Pyar Ka 
Rang’, the happy sprite Raags is 
all set to chartbust her way into 
the new millennium. With her bub- 
bly effervescence, boundless en- 
ergy, joie de vivre and elfin charm, 
she's today one of the most loved 
artistes and media personalities 
in the world of pop music and en- 
tertainment. 


Raags is symbolic of the new 
generation with its energy and 
drive to reach the top. At the age 
of 24, she's already achieved star- 
dom and has become an icon for 
the Indian youth. In an interview 
with UPBEAT Raags spoke about 
her new album, the sensational 
video, her views on the new gen- 
eration, the music scene. 
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MUSIC 
SCENE 


Christina Aguilera, a teenage 
singing sensation just wants, to be 
like all the other girls her age. 
Since her sexy, pulsating “Genie 
in a Bottle" spent five weeks atop 
the Billboard Hot 100 this summer, 
Aguilera has become pop music's 
newest It Girl. Last month her first 
CD, titled simply Christina 
Aguilera debuted at No. 1 elbow- 
ing out Puff Daddy's Forever’. 
Music Scene uncorks this ‘Genie 
in a Bottle.’ 


TRAVEL 


Cairo is now preparing for the 
celebration of the new millennium. 
Everyone all over the world would 
like to sit in the shadow of the 
Pyramids and watch the magic 
and mystery of the turn of the mil- 
lennium. Many people believe that 
all the mysteries of the Pyramids 
will be solved before the year 
2000. Recently the Great Pyramid 
of Khufu, additional tombs and the 
temple of the Sphinx at Giza, have 


been opened. Ushering in the new 
millennium at the Pyramids should 
be quite an experience. Read 
about the mysteries which will be 
unfolding there. 
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GLAD 
RAGS 


Fashion in the new millennium 
will be wild and wacky or sober 
and sedate. Designers in Europe 
and Germany presented their 
looks for Spring Summer 2000 at 
the Collection Premier Dusseldorf 
fair giving a new twist to styling. 
From feathers to fun and from lace 
to linen, it's ali there. Displayed on 
these pages are wild fashions of 
the millennium. 
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Lighter 


fter all these years, my 
wife still insists on 
sleeping in the same bed 
as I do — so she can con- 
veniently kick me when I snore! 


Or she gets me up in the middle 
of the night to find out why the ba- 
sin tap isn’t dripping. 

Last night, she woke me up to 


check why the mice were not play- 
ing havoc in our bedroom closet. 


I opened the closet and took a 
look inside. 


Then I returned to bed to report 
to my wife, “Because tonight there’s 
a mummy inside our closet!” 


I lit my pipe in bed. 


“Are you sure it’s amummy,' my 
wife gasped,” or are you smoking 
ganja in your pipe these days?” 

“Well, it had better be a 


mummy”, I said, “I’d hate to tangle 
with a mouse that size!” 


“Imagine amummy walking into 
our closet while we were asleep”, 
said my wife, “how creepy!” 


“I can imagine something more 


scary”, I declared, “you walking 
into a sari shop!” 


“What do you think it’s doing in- 
side the closet?” said my wife. 


“Oh, what can anyone do at this 
hour”, I said, “maybe it’s just trying 
to get some sleep like us.” 

“If that’s so”, my wife com- 
plained, “it didn’t even bother to say 


goodnight to us! Do you think it’ll 
step out?” 


_ “Sure”, I said, “it'll step out and 
sing a lullaby so we can both go to 
sleep!” 


“Oh, I wish it would do so”, said 
my wife, “I can’t sleep with a 
mummy inside our closet.” 


“Try counting sheep”, I sug- 
gested. 


“What if I come across a sheep 
with three heads”, my wife asked, 
“does it count as one or three sheep? 
If the mummy steps out, do you 
think it could harm us?” 


“What harm can someone do 
who’s wrapped from top to toe in 
bandage?” This was my reasoning. 
“Well, if it does hurt us, we can al- 
ways borrow some bandage from it.” 


“How can you tell it’s wrapped 
in bandage?” demanded my wife. 


The mummy 


in our 


“What else do you think it could 
be wrapped in?” I demanded. “In 
toilet tissue?” 


“Well, if it comes after you”, fe1i 
my wife, “you’d surely have to bor- 
row some toilet tissue from it!” 


“Ha, I could tackle the mummy 
in my sleep”, I laughed. 


“Oh sure, you can beat the 
mummy in your sleep”, agreed my 
wife. 


“If it will let you. But will it? Be- 


closet 


sides, how is one to tell whether 
you’re sleeping or you've fainted?” 
Just then, the closet door creaked 


open and the mummy began to step 
out. 


“My God”, I gasped, “why do you 
think it’s stepping out?” 

“Oh”, shrugged my wife, “I guess 
it just wants to say goodbye to you! 
Who wouldn’t?” 


SUBROTO MUKHERJEE 
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from the Editor 


As we near the end of the millennium, there’s noth- 
ing much to cheer about. Apart from the illiteracy, 
poverty, filth and squalor. the dreaded AIDS is on the 
rise in the country. 


And what's shocking is that schoo] uniforms have 
made their appearance in the bylanes of Mumbai's 
red-light areas. Jostling for space with the regulars, 
these new kids on the block are taking time out from 
academics and games to explore their, sexuality in the 
tiny rooms of Kamatipura and Falkland Road. And 
they are doing it on their terms, brushing aside all 
talk about safe sex. Organisations working in the red- 
light district of Mumbai have recorded a significant 
increase in the number of school and college chil- 
dren visiting these areas. Youth with high-risk behav- 
iour are on the rise and agencies are still figuring out 
how to reach out to this group. 


AIDS is clearly the disease of this century and the 
next, as it continues to spread relentlessly and claim 
more lives. Another World AJDS Day came on De- 
cember 1, and things are no better. Maharashtra has 
the largest number of Human Immuno-deficiency 
Virus carriers in the country and even more horrify- 
ing, Mumbai has the highest number of AIDS patients. 


Strangely enough, the more the awareness spread- 
ing programmes, the more seems the ignorance of the 
common citizen regarding the disease. 


The Circulation Manager It’s unprotected sex that accounts for 98 per cent 
Upbeat of the cases while the remaining two per cent are due 
3B, Elegant Apartments , to blood transfusion and drug-related activity. The fate 
Sobhani Road, of women who contract the disease from their hus: 
Bombay 400 005 bands and then give birth to HIV-positive children ts 
even more horrifying. The lot of AIDS patients is hor- 

Tel. No. 2187224 rible enough. Along with their bodies, their lives break 
down irrevocably and the isolation is complete in 
every aspect. But the fate of their immediate families 
Upbeat is even worse. There are countless AIDS-widows who 
Pp have been hounded out of their homes and localities 
Dear Madam, with their children, for no fault of their own. Merely 
Yes! | agree Upbeat is what | need. | would like | | | spending money on public awareness campaigns will 
to subscribe to it for 12 issues beginning this | {not help such families. Something drastic needs to 
month. be done to wipe out the scourge of AIDS. This should 


be the country’s resolution for the year 2000. 
Enclosed: y y 


LL] Demand Draft 0 M.O. Receipt 
L) Cheque (local cheques only) for Rs. 160 


Our cover story interestingly turns the spotlight 
on the popular veejay-actress-model-singer 
Raageshwari whose, timely ‘Y2K-Saal Do Hazaar’ al- 
bum promises to set the dance floors on fire on the 


a millennium eve night. On the eve of the launch of 
dress: the album, she gave a candid interview to UPBEAT. 
: i a _ Symbolic of the new generation, we vote her as our 
Signature: = ===ss—~rDate:_.— Y 2K girl. 
So readers it’s goodbye to this millennium. Enjoy 
India's Most Comprehensive Magazine on Youth the millennium night and be good in 2000! 


Cheques/Drafts should be in favour of “UPBEAT” 
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ASK,YOU 


9m a TYB.Sc. student and would 
like to be a commercial pilot. 
Kindly give me all the info. 


Deepak Rane, Aurangabad 


To become a pilot, you must first 
acquire a commercial pilot’s licence 
issued by the Director General of 
Civil Aviation. The training for this 
is conducted in three stages. 


Those who have passed the 
H.Sc. with maths and physics and 
are at least 16 years old can register 
at any one of the 27 flying clubs in 
the country. A medical certificate, 
security clearance and a bank guar- 
antee of 10,000 are also required. 


After registration, an entrance 
test is held in subjects such as air 
regulations, aviation meteorology, 
air navigation, engine (technical 
and specific). Those clearing the 
entrance test are granted a SPL (Stu- 
dent’s Pilot Licence) that allows 
them to train for flying. The SPL 
holder has to fly only under the 
supervision of a flight instructor 
within Indian territory. 


After completing 60 hours of fly- 
ing, of which about 15 hours are 
dual flights, i.e. accompanied by the 
flying instructor and at least 30 
hours are solo flights, you will be 
eligible to sit for the Private Pilot’s 
Licence (PPL) certificate exam. 
Once you acquire the PPL, you are 
eligible to become a commercial 
pilot with a commercial pilot’s li- 
cence (CPL) if you clear five theory 
papers and have a total of 250 hours 
of flying experience, including solo 
flying, cross-country flying, day and 
night landing etc. 

Training at flying clubs in India 
costs around six to eight lakh ru- 
pees spread over two-and-a-half to 
three years. 


Recently some private flying 
schools have come up in cities like 
Indore, Bhopal, Pondicherry and 
Coimbatore. Hence the training may 
take between one to two years, as 
against the three to four years at 
government flying clubs. 


One of the best schools for train- 
ing for the CPL is the Indira Gan- 
dhi Rashtriya Uran Academy 
(IGRUA), Rae Bareilly, UP. Those 
who have passed H.Sc. with phys- 
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ics and maths, have a PPL licence 
and are between 18 and 30 years of 
age are eligible to take the entrance 
exam (held in April every year). 
Training for the 18-month CPL 
course at IGRUA costs around Rs. 
4.5 lakhs. Once you have completed 
the training and a total of 250 hours 
of flying, you can obtain a commer- 
cial pilot’s licence from the Direc- 
torate of Civil Aviation, 


Armed with a licence, you can 
apply fora pilot's job in any airline. 


9m a science graduate and am 
working for a foreign company 
where I handle accounts. I’d like 
to do a course in accounting which 
is recognised in India and abroad. 


Neeta Chandran, Mumbai 


You should contact the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of India 
(ICAI) at Anveshak, Cuffe Parade for 
details of the CA course, which 
would be ideal to establish you in 
the profession. For practising in 
India, this is the best qualification. 


ACCA (Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants) is the larg- 
est accounting body worldwide and 
is recognised as a post-graduate 
qualification by UK universities. 
The ACCA’s professional qualifica- 
tion is treated on par with the Char- 
tered Accountants (England and 
Wales). Practical training is a vital 
component of both the CA and 
ACCA qualifications. 


For international/transnational 
companies, ACCA is useful as it is 
recognised in over 130 countries. 
For further information, contact the 
education cell at the British Coun- 
cil Library. 


9m a H.Sc. student with basic 
knowledge of computers. I 
would like to train in exciting ar- 
eas like multimedia and animation. 
Kindly give me some info. 


Ramesh Patil, Pune 


Compared to regular university 
courses, training in new software 
packages will be expensive. How- 
ever, you can always take the short- 
est introductory module and see 
how you handle that before mov- 
ing further. Solid computer skills, 
artistic talent, creativity, eye for 
detail, a strong sense of colour, bal- 
ance and proportion are talents that 
can translate into a fruitful and pay- 
ing career. Expect loads of compe- 


tition since lots of youngsters are 
interested in these raw areas. 


9 m a B.Com graduate and am in- 

terested in a career in invest- 

ments in the stock market. What 
courses do I have to do? 


Jehangir Mody, Mumbai 


The usual qualifications re- 
quired for regular employment 
openings in the stock market are 
accounts, economics and manage- 
ment. With a B.Com, you could eas- 
ily opt for CA or CS and then con- 
sider the stock market. 


You could approach the Alkesh 
Dinesh Mody Institute of Invest- 
ment Studies, University of 
Mumbai, Main Building, 1st floor, 
Room No. 137 for various courses 
like Investor’s Programme on Stock 
Exchange Studies, PG Diploma in 
Investment Studies, Master’s De- 
gree in Financial Services Manage- 
ment etc. Local management insti- 
tutes such as NMIMS also conduct 
courses in financial services and in- 
vestment management. 


You could also acquire work ex- 
perience in a reputed company and 
then try for junior officer positions 
in the National Stock Exchange. 


The CFA is a tough course but is 
a good option. Since you really do 
not know what careers in this area 
are right for you, it would be better 
to go over the details of each of these 
courses to decide which would suit 
your needs. 


Investment careers in the stock 
market require good numerical and 
analytical skills, ability to assess 
long term trends, willingness to take 
risks, memory for people and fig- 
ures and an ability to take quick 
decisions, most of which cannot be 
taught in a course. 


9 m in 12th standard. I would like 
to do hotel management. How 
do I go about it? 


Seema Tandon, New Delhi 


Among the most reputed insti- 
tutions are the 19 institutions un- 
der the National Council for Hotel 
Management & Catering Technol- 
ogy (Library Avenus, Pusa, New 
Delhi), of which the Institute of 
Hotel Management, Catering Tech- 
nology & Applied Nutrition at 
Dadar is one. Others include: the 
Indian Institute of Hotel Manage- 


YIMM@O@|M|"a 


ment (Rauza Bagh, Aurangabad- 
431 001). Welcomgroup Graduate 
School of Hotel Administration 
(Valley View, Manipal-576 119). 


Hotel Management entrance 
tests identify general abilities in 
English language, numerical ability, 
reasoning (verbal and non-verbal), 
GK and scientific aptitude. During 
the GD/interview, they assess per- 
sonality skills. 


You will have to keep track of the 
announcement of their entrance 
tests between December - February, 
so that you can take the test in April 
- May. Start preparations from now, 
if you are not able to make it, then 
you'll still have time to apply for 
the local institutions after your 
FSG: 


[T° doing H.Sc. (Science) and 
would like to opt for a career 
in automobile designing. Which in- 
stitutes offer a course in this field 
and what does it take to get admis- 
sion? 

Ashok Roy, Calcutta 


The design, planning and manu- 
facture of:automobiles is covered 
under automobile engineering. So 
you could consider taking up engi- 
neering after completing your H.Sc. 
It’s not a very common field of spe- 
cialisation but the need for automo- 
bile engineers is increasing due to 
the expansion of the industry. To be- 
come an automobile engineer, you 
should have a B.E. or B.Tech. in the 
subject. Alternatively, you can do 
your B.E. in electrical or mechani- 
cal engineering and then go in fora 
specialisation at the post - gradu- 
ate level. 


There are two criteria for selec- 
tion to an engineering college. One, 
the marks obtained in PCM at the 
H.Sc. level and the other is the en- 
trance exams couducted by various 
institutes. For details on the en- 
trance exams, look out for the ad- 
vertisements which appear in lead- 
ing dailies in the months of Novem- 
ber and December. 


9 m doing my TYB.Sc. in Zoology. 
What are my career options af- 
ter I graduate? 


Carol Fernandes, Panjim 
You'll have to do post - gradua- 
tion. There are many fields open to 


the biologist today like fishery, 
wildlife, forestry etc. It is important, 


MM! 


therefore, for you to decide on the 
specialisation you would prefer af- 
ter graduation. The area of biotech- 
nology has witnessed a tremendous 
advancement in recent times and it 
is expected to continue growing. 
This area is expected to offer great 
opportunities to the scientist of to- 
morrow. 


ig m doing std. XII and interested 
in aerospace engineering. 
Please give me all the info. 


Naresh Agarwal, Jaipur 


Aerospace or aeronautical engi- 
neering is one of the most techno- 
logically advanced branches of en- 
gineering. It is concerned with the 
design, construction, development. 
manufacture and testing of aircraft, 
both military and commercial. 


Training for Aeronautical Engi- 
neering is offered by a limited 
number of institutes. These include 
the Indian Institutes of Technology 
at Mumbai, Kanpur, Kharagpur and 
Chennai, for which entrance is 
through the Joint Entrance Exam 
and the minimum academic qualli- 
fication is an H.Sc. with Chemistry, 
Physics,and Mths. The Punjab En- 
gineering College, Chandigarh, also 
offers Aeronautical Engineering and 
conducts an entrance test for which 
the requirement is science (PCM) at 
the H.Sc. stage. 


9m in my TYB.A. and would like 
to do advertising and visuali- 
sation studies. 


Sunita Rajan, Mumbai 


You can take up one of the vari- 
ous options such as an MBA/MMS 
programme with specialisation in 
marketing or the Postgraduate Di- 
ploma in Advertising & Communi- 
cation Management (PGACM) from 
NM Institute of Management Stud- 
ies, if you want to be in Mumbai. 
Otherwise the Mudra Institute of 
Communcation, Ahmedabad can be 
the ideal place to train. 


Several Mumbai colleges offer 
part-time postgrad diploma courses 
in A & Mor sales and allied fields. 
Admission to these take place after 
the TY exams. 


For placement as a visualiser, the 
ideal route is through professional 
(format) training in fine arts, ap- 
plied art, graphics or design. How- 
ever, your ability to communicate 
through the medium of art, your 


sensitivity and appreciation would 
be a definite advantage in advertis- 
ing. 


9 m in final B.Com and along- 
side I’m doing my C.A. I 
would like to know about Oracle 
Financials, its scope and eligibil- 
ity. 
Dinesh Fernandes, Panjim 
Oracle is one of the companies 
offering Enterprise Resource Plan- 
ning (ERP) software, the various 
modules of which allow users to 
integrate the financial implica- 
tions of all their operations and 
monitor financial information and 
performance effectively. 


ERP reduces the cost of busi- 
ness, per capita productivity and 
quality of goods and services de- 
livered. Although it might be con- 
sidered additional qualification, 
the training is extremely expen- 
sive and in all ERP training, the 
utility aspect is fulfilled by expe- 
rienced professionals whose fa- 
miliarity and understanding of the 
workings of an organisation helps 
them implement these packages. 


With any inputs other than 
these you'll not be able to reap any 
advantage. It would be more sen- 
sible to complete your CA, start 
working full-time, gain some ex- 
perience and insight into the vari- 
ous functional roles of a CA, be- 
fore you need to decide upon 
training if at all. 

C.C. 


Everything 
you always 
wanted to know 
about careers and 
where to pursue them will 
be answered by our Career 
Counsellor. So send in 
your queries. No 
individual replies 
will be 
given. 
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e My friends were dis- 
cussing as to how many 
kinds of sexual outlets are 
there? Please clarify. 


A e Biologically and 
biosocially human beings 
resort to many kinds of 
sex outlets. They may be- 
come sexually excited and 
come to orgasm in several 
major ways: 

a) They may consciously 
or unconsciously think 
or daydream about 
sexually arousing per- 
sons or objects. 


b) They may have sexual 
dreams. 


O 
— 


They may masturbate. 


d) They may have hetero- 
sexual coitus or non- 
coital sex relations. 

e) They may engage in ho- 
mosexual activities. 

f) They may on occasion 


have sex relations with 
animals. 


Since, under favourable 

conditions, all these forms 
of sex participation are ex- 
citing and may lead to cli- 
max, there is every reason 
to believe that if human 
beings were raised without 
any sexual prejudices or 
preconceptions _ they 
would, in the course of 
their lifetime, engage in 
most of them, though in 
varying degrees. 
In our own society, how- 
ever, as well as in other 
parts of the world, distinct 
sexual attitudes are in- 
stilled; so that most people 
ultimately, particularly af- 
ter marriage, end up by fa- 
vouring one type of outlet 
- usually hetero-sexual in- 
tercourse - while a minor- 
ity favour another type - 
such as homosexuality. 


e What kind of sexual 
behaviour do people resort 
to? 


A. Most people resort 


to several different kinds of 


behaviour in their early life 
before they mainly become 
attached to one special 
kind; and many resort to 
different sexual activities 
during their lives. Some of 
the major forms of sex 
participations prevalent 
today: 


Sexual thoughts and 
fantasies. Virtually all nor- 
mal males and females 
have considerable sex 
thoughts and fantasies. 
They think, usually, about 
meeting attractive mem- 
bers of the other sex, un- 
dressing them, petting 
with them, having coitus, 
etc. Such fantasies may 
range very widely over the 
imaginative spectrum and 
frequently include some- 
what unusual, peculiar, or 
“bizarre” thoughts and fan- 
tasies. It is only when such 
unusual sex ideas are acted 
upon then they become a 
problem. Thinking about 
sexual objects and affairs 
will not itself bring on cli- 


max in most cases but will 
be of decided aid. Often it 


is indispensable for reach- 
ing orgasm during mastur- 
bation, petting and coitus. 


Sex dreams. According 
to the Kinsey findings, al- 
most all males and about 
seventy per cent of the fe- 
males who have been stud- 
ied admit to having noctur- 
nal (night) sex dreams, 
with or without orgasm. In 
some cases, such sex 
dreams seem to increase 
when an individual’s other 
sex outlets decrease. 


Sex dreams, like 
thoughts and fantasies, are 
perfectly normal and 
should be expected; it is 
unusual when they never 
occur. If either dreams or 
waking thoughts about sex 
assume unusual propor- 
tions, then it is to be sus- 
pected that the individual 
does not have other suffi- 
cient outlets or that he is 
emotionally disturbed and 
is therefore obsessively 
concerned with sex. 


Masturbation. Mastur- 
bation means the manipu- 


lation of the genitals manu- 
ally, usually until the point 
of orgasm has been at- 
tained. Today there is no 
longer a tendency to claim 
that self-stimulation re- 
sults in mental illness, 
physical debilitation, geni- 
tal injury, many diseases, 
etc., aS was once errone- 
ously claimed. It is consiad- 
ered an activity essential to 
satisfy the sexual urge 
when a partner cannot be 
involved. 


Petting or Non-coital 
Sex Relations. Petting con- 
sists of tactile stimulation 
of the body, particularly of 
the genitals and the erog- 
enous zones, of the sex 
partner. It is usually done 
through caressing, embrac- 
ing, kissing, biting, massag- 
ing, etc. When confined to 
lip kissing, embracing, and 
stimulation of the breasts 
and other areas above the 
waist, it is sometimes 
called necking. When it 
includes mutual nudity 
and stimulation of the 
genitals, it is often called 
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heavy petting or non-coi- 
tal sex relations. 


Prolonged petting that 
does not lead to orgasmic 
release, may result, for 
some individuals, in states 
of tension, pains in the 
groin or testicular region, 
headaches, and other 
forms of physical discom- 
fort. 


Petting to orgasm is fre- 
quently not as pleasurable 
an activity as is coitus, par- 
ticularly for the male; but 
some persons, especially 
females, actually find it 
more satisfying than inter- 
course. It involves exactly 
the same kind of stimula- 
tion and response as does 
coitus in most respects: 
and, as far as can be pres- 
ently determined, virtually 
all males and females ex- 
perience quite the same 
kind of orgasm through 
petting as they do through 
copulation. When it is 
practised exclusively as a 
means of achieving orgasm 
or is invariably preferred to 
all other forms of sex rela- 
tions, then it’s considered 
not normal. It may be con- 
tinually resorted to be- 
cause the individual is 
afraid of intercourse, or 
would be guilty about tech- 
nical loss of virginity, or is 
fetishistically attached to, 
say, breast manipulation. 


Petting to orgasm is par- 
ticularly normal and 
healthy when it is resorted 
to because other forms of 
sex activities might result 
in real difficulties. Thus, if 
two young people or even 
two older married indi- 
viduals want to have sex 
relations and have a legiti- 
mate fear of pregnancy, 
they can have virtually all 
the satisfaction they crave 
without taking any risks. 
Or if two people can only 
have sex relations in a 
semi-public place - and 
wish to minimize the dan- 
ger of detection, petting 
may well be a more practi- 
cable form of sex involve- 
ment than coitus. 


If young people tend to 
have strong sex desires 


which they do and if they 
are going to have some 
kind of sex participation 
which they evidently are it 
would seem far wiser to 
pet to climax than, say, to 
have premarital coitus or 
to engage in homosexual 
activity. 

Premarital sex rela- 
tions: Is not encouraged in 
society. It could lead to 
complications like vene- 
real disease, illegitimate 
pregnancy and abortion, 
guilt and anxiety, loss of 
reputation, frigidity or im- 
potence, emotional distur- 
bance, exploitation of one’s 
sex partner, sabotaging of 
family life, sordidness, 
lack of responsibility, lack 
of happiness in marriage, 
promiscuity, etc. However 
there are some people who 
are quite comfortable with 
their feelings. Of course, 
it’s each individual’s 
choice but nobody should 
enter without complete 
knowledge of the conse- 
quences-emotional, phy: i- 
cal, societal. 

Chastity and virginity. 
There are no real disadvan- 
tages to an individual be- 
ing strictly chaste or vir- 
ginal before marriage. 
Such individuals, can sub- 
limate their sex needs by 
engaging in other forms of 
activity, such as athletics 
or social engagements, and 
can thereby forego sex par- 
ticipation. 

Sex activities. however, 
cannot easily be subli- 
mated into anything but 
other sex activities. An in- 
dividual may remain 
healthfully virginal pro- 
viding that he or she mas- 
turbates or pets to orgasm. 


Occasionally persons 
who refrain from all forms 
of sex behaviour, usually 
become tense and dis- 
turbed. In addition to ex- 
treme nervousness and ir- 
ritability, they often de- 
velop physical symptoms, 
including headaches, gas- 
tric upsets, congestion of 
the pelvic region, and high 
blood pressure. Complete 
chastity, or refraining from 


all forms of sex outlets, is 
impractical or harmful for 
many or most humans. 


Technical chastity or 
virginity. By which is 
meant abstinence from cer- 
tain forms of sex relations, 
notably coitus - is both pos- 
sible and harmless, as long 
as sufficient other outlets 
are utilized. There are a 
few individuals who can 
obtain orgasmic release 
from literally no other 
method than vaginal-pe- 
nile copulations; and such 
indiviuale might not even 
be able healthfully to tol- 
erate technical chastity. 
But this would not be true 
for the great majority of 
males and females. 


e After three years of 
matriage I have found out 
that mv husband had sex 
with another girl. What 
should I do? 


A e Extra-marital rela- 


tions or adulterv arise 
when an individual who is 
legally married has sex re- 
lations with another indi- 
vidual who may or may 
nor be married. In other 
words, both partners to an 
adulterous affair may be 
married; or only one may 
be. Most human societies 
have condemned adultery, 
largely because it tends to 
distrupt family life. 


You must not feel all is 
lost or roundly condemn 
and become emotionally 
disturbed. Rather think 
what you can do to retrieve 
your husband's love. In 
most instances, the mar- 
riage may be salvaged, and 
sometimes even improved, 
if the partner will (a) re- 
main calm and refuse to 
catastrophize about the 
situation which has 
occured; (b) refrain from 
blaming the adulterous 
partner for his or her im- 
mature but very human 
behaviour; (c) put aside all 
ideas of revenge or retribu- 
tion; (d) look into his or her 
own heart to discover what 
he or she may possibly 
have done to encourage the 


mate’s adultery; (e) make 
every possible effort to im- 


‘prove sex love relations 


with the, mate; and (f) if 
necessary, seek the coun- 
sel of an impartial and ob- 
jective marriage counsellor 
or psychotherapist who 
will help get at and correct 
the underlying attitudes 
and emotions which lie at 
the source of adultery that 
has been committed. 


e Is there 100% guar- 
antee that there won’t be 
fertilization if condoms are 
worn over the penis while 
having sex ? 


A. Condoms of a good 
brand, quality and having 
an expiry date of use if uti- 
lised correctly can be verv 
safe although not 100%. 
Thev may burst or develop 
a hole during intercourse 
at times. Condoms are now 
known to be protective 
against most sexually 
transmitted diseases in- 
cluding AIDS, also as you 
have mentioned thev pre- 
vent pregnancy. 

or a woman to be preg- 
nant sperms must enter her 
womb and tubes when her 
egp is released. This hap- 
pens usually around the 
middle of her cycle usually 
14th dav from the first day 
of her menstrual period (if 
the menses come every 
28th day). During this ‘un- 
safe’ week usually from the 
9th day of period to the 
16th dav a double protec- 
tion is utilised — condom 
for the male and vaginal 
foam tablet to be inserted 
by the female into her pas- 
sage. 


e Will there be fertili- 
zation if naked penis 
touches the hymen? 


A. Pregnancy has 


known to occur even in 
“virgin” girls (even when 
their hymen is present) 
when seminal fluid is dis- 
charged on the thighs and 
on the female genital parts. 
It is better to avoid such 
sexual behaviour. 
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Computer 
Education 


n all the media hoopla about 

the wonders of the Net, this 

dark side—Net based addic- 
tion—is rarely ever mentioned. 


Yes, most users won’t fall into the 


trap of Net addiction, but just ignor- 


ing the possibility isn’t the best so- 
lution either. Indian psychiatrists 
are testifying that problems related 
to the Net are rising, even while pro- 
tagonists firmly state that the Net 
certainly isn’t an ogre you should 
run away from. 


Take Internet chat. Definitely one 
of the greatest benefits of the Net— 
conversations in real-time, fast, and 
best of all, far cheaper than interna- 
tional or long-distance calls if you’re 
chatting with someone living in a 
different city or country. But on the 
dark side, unwary folks have be- 
come obsessed with virtual relation- 
ships and there have been cases of 
abuse. 
sg ge 


ADDICTION 


Most of the damage is in the US 
(again, a very miniscule part of the 
millions of Net users there are af- 
fected) where the line between vir- 
tual and real seems to be blurring 
in greater proportion each day. As 
US psychologist David Greenfield 
explained in 1997 when chat addic- 
tion was recognised as a problem 
out there. “It’s potent. There’s in- 
stant gratification.” 


An 18-year-old literally lives on 
the Net. He sleeps for 10 hours, 
spends another two hours on per- 
sonal grooming and spends the re- 
maining 12 hours glued to the Net. 
Anyone who’s on the Net that long 
is certainly in danger, as long hours 
can breed asocial tendencies among 
users. At the same time, however, 
the benefits of normal usage far out- 
weigh the dangers of abnormal us- 
age by some users. 


A 25-year-old professional who 


terms chat a “mirage” has bad 
memories about his experience: “It’s 
a vicious cycle where you want 
more and more,” he says. Chat took 
over his complete life and he cut 
himself off from people outside his 
chat circle. “I even became vague 
on the phone when people used to 
call because my mind was obsessed 
with chat,” he adds. And of course, 
it had an impact on his work too. 


Again, everyone stresses that 
these problems arise only if you im- 
merse yourself totally into the Net 
without a care for anything else. 
With some simple measures and 
caution, you can prevent yourself 
from becoming a Net addict. 


And don’t trust everyone to be 


what they claim to be on the Net. If 
you've ever used Internet chat, 
you'll know how easy it is to form 
virtual relationships and have a 
casual fling. The very medium 
makes it all so simple—you can 
choose to be whoever you want to 
be, from Mel Gibson to the girl next 
door, and no one is any the wiser. 
You could be a 40-year-old father of 
three with a large beer belly, but on 
the Net you can simply transform 
yourself into a handsome, well-built 
25-year-old MBA who works for 
McKinsey. There have even been 
cases of Indian men who’ve sent 
snaps of Aamir Khan to ladies from 
other countries, who then gush 
about this cute guy they just met on 
chat! 


Internet chat is great and there 
have been those who’ve found life 
partners through the medium, but 
don’t jump at the first chance you 


get to convert a chat friendship into 
a real-life relationship. Till you’re 
only online, a friendship can only 
hurt you emotionally, but once you 
exchange phone numbers or meet a 
person, there is also the danger of 
actually getting hurt or blackmailed 
since the other person now knows 
who you are and where you live. 


Global debate 


There’s a big global debate on the 
social effects of the Net, with some 
experts even saying that the Net has 
emerged as the “No 1 addictive so- 
cial danger.” Frankly, that’s alarm- 
ist, because there doesn’t seem to 
be any hard research to back such 
claims. Certainly, there have been 


some undesirable effects in the lives 
of addicts—marriages have failed, 
careers have crashed, and young 
lives have got damaged. Again, this 
has only affected a small percent- 
age of users. 


However, if you are addicted, or 
know someone who is, then you 
have a serious problem on hand. 
The European Union of Psycholo- 
gists says that obsessive Net usage 
is a serious behaviour disorder that 
walrants intensive counselling. 
They go on to say that Net addic- 
tion is similar to.gambling and al- 
cohol. And how do they define a Net 
addict? Anyone who uses the Net 
for more than four hours a day! In 
fact the Union says that such peo- 
ple are clinically ill and share all 
behaviour traits associated with 
other destructive addictions—de- 
ceit, neglecting friends and repeated 
vows to cut back. 
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And it’s not only chat and de- 
structive online relationships. You 
could even be addicted to simply 
surfing the Net endlessly and ne- 
glecting other important facets of 
life. Information overdose is defi- 
nitely not a good thing. When you 
commune with a computer far too 
often, the machine rivals your real 
world. You may expand your elec- 
tronic horizon, but relationships in 
your immediate surroundings could 
suffer. 


Pornography 


And then there’s pornography. 
Indian psychiatrists are coming 
across cases of people addicted to 
online pornography. While you 
could debate endlessly whether 
smut affects adults, it certainly is 
harmful for children. The biggest 
problem—the Net makes pornogra- 
phy far more easily available than 
other sources. 


How do you protect children 
from pornography? Certainly not by 
blocking Net access. That’s throw- 
ing the baby out with the bath wa- 
ter. There.are many simple ways to 
ensure that your child gets all the 
advantages he needs for life from 
an information-rich source like the 
Net, while protecting him or her 
from undesirable stuff. 


So, you'd be a complete fool to 
boot the Net out of your home or 
office. Frankly, the Net offers far 
more of good than what most peo- 
ple could ever imagine. However, 
dangers also do exist and we’re see- 
ing that Net abuse does damage peo- 
ple and the social fabric. What the 
experts advise is simply this—cau- 
tion and moderation. 

If you feel you are addicted, get 
help. If you’re a parent, monitor 
your children as they use the Net, 
and watch out for changes in behav- 
iour. Take some precautions and 
you and your family will enjoy all 
the goodies the Net has to offer. It’s 
just as simple as crossing the road. 
If you don’t watch out, that huge 
BEST bus could just squash you into 
ketchup. The same rule applies 
here. 


Useful tips for 
Net users 


ere are some tips for every- 
one—users, prospective 
netizens and parents. 


Disguise your true identity: 
While on chat, use nicknames and 
handles which have nothing to do 
with your real name. Don’t reveal 
your real name, e-mail address, 
house address and phone number 
to total strangers. 


Keep personal info private: 
When signing up for a chat service 
(some require users to), don’t in- 
clude personal information such as 
your name, address or phone 
number in your profile. 


Set up alternative e-mail ac- 
counts: Start out by giving chat 
friends an alternative e-mail ID from 
a free service like Hotmail with an 
assumed name. If the person turns 
out to be someone you want to avoid 
after some time, you can just forget 
about the e-mail account without 
any inconvenience. (Remember, 
other people on chat could be fol- 
lowing the same modus operandi 
too). 


Take extra care when meeting 
face-to-face: You've met that dream 
person on chat and after a volley of 
e-mail you decide to go one step 
further — meet in person. Great! 
Only, go someplace very public—a 
popular fast food restaurant, for in- 
stance, and certainly not late in the 
night. Make sure a friend is around 
when you meet. 


Just say no: People can do any- 
thing: praise, plead, beg or cajole to 
entice others. If you’re not inter- 
ested, say no. And if you feel you’re 
being pushed or pressurised, stop 
again. 

Watch out for addiction: Don’t 
say it won’t happen to you. Are you 
taking time out from other pursuits 
to live a virtual life for hours? No 
more real-life friends? Watch out, 
you could be on the road to addic- 
tion. Try limiting your online life to 
a fixed number of hours. Try getting 
back to friends and other pursuits. 
Believe us, you'll discover it re- 
quires far more willpower than you 
thought. And if you’re still sinking 
deeper into a virtual eJectronic 
world, seek professional help from 
a psychiatrist therapist. Now! 


Keep an eye on your kids: Don’t 
just keep telling everyone, “M 
child is a computer whiz-kid.” Try 
finding out what exactly your kid 
does on the PC and you might be 
surprised. Watch out for unex- 
plained behavioural changes and 
withdrawal from the rest of the fam- 


ily. In case you suspect your child 
is visiting unhealthy sites, check the 
history list in your browser. Also, 
get filtering software like NetNanny 
(www.netnanny.com). And get com- 
puter-and Net-savvy! Otherwise, 
your kids will still run circles round 
your security blocks. The best se- 
curity: ensure your PC is not used 
when you’re not around and don’t 
allow late-night usage, whatever the 
excuse. There’s no one alive who 
can prove that Net access at the cost 
of normal hours of sleep is benefi- 
cial. 


Pornography addiction: If you 
feel you’re addicted to online por- 
nography, seek help from an expe- 
rienced psychiatrist or therapist. 


Neticisms 


* Home is where you hang your@ 


* The e-mail of the species is more 
deadly that the mail 


*. A journey of a thousand sites be- 
gins with a single click. 


* You can’t teach a new mouse old 
clicks. 


* Great groups from little icons 
grow. 


* Speak softly and carry a cellular 
phone. 


* Don’t put all your hypes in one 
home page. 


* Pentium wise; pen and paper 
foolish. 


* The modem is the message. 

* Too many clicks spoil the browse. 
* The geek shall inherit the earth. 
* Achat has nine lives. 


* Don’t byte off more than you can 
view. 


* Fax is stranger than fiction. 

* What boots up must come down. 
* Windows will never cease. 

* Virtual reality is its own reward. 
* Modulation in all things. 


* A user and his leisure time are 
soon parted. 


* There’s no 
www.home.com 


place like 


* Know what to expect before you 
connect. 


* Oh, what a tangled website we 
weave when first we practice. 


* Give a man a fish and you feed 
him for a day: teach him to use 
the Net and he won’t bother you 
for weeks. 
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With the millennium fever raging 
like mad all over the country and as 
the countdown begins for the year 
2000, a new dance album ‘Y2K Saal 
Do Hazaar’ -- an HMV release by the 
immensely talented and popular 
veejay, model actress, live wire per- 
former and singer Raageshwari 
(popularly known as ‘Raags’) was re- 
leased on November 29. The album 
promises to set the dance floors afire 
on the millennium night. 


After the success of her two albums 
‘Duniya’ and ‘Pyar ka Rang’, the 
happy sprite Raags is all set to 
chartbust her way into the new mil- 
lennium. With her bubbly efferves- 


cence, boundless energy, joie de vivre 
and elfin charm, she’s today one of 
the most loved artistes and media per- 
sonalities in the world of pop music 
and entertainment. 


Who hasn't seen the videos of 
‘Duniya’ and ‘Pyar Ka Rang‘ and not 
been infected by her liveliness? Who 
hasn‘t seen the cute face in the tel- 
evision commercial of a girl standing 
in a long queue and relieving the 
boredom by nibbling on a Perk? And 
who has watched Ek Do Teen on MTV 
and not been swept away by the effin 
charm of the veejay. Some of you may 
have seen her in a few hit movies. 
The face in question belongs to Raags 
who has stormed the music channels 
on TV and to whose lively numbers 
the youth swing in the discs, pubs and 
at concerts all over India. 


Raags is symbolic of the new gen- 
eration with its energy and drive to 
reach the top. At the age of 24 she’s 
already achieved stardom and has 
become an icon for the Indian youth. 
In an interview with UPBEAT on the 
eve of the launch of Y2K, Raags spoke 


about her new album, her hopes and 
aspirations, the making of her sensa- 
tional video, her views on the new 
generation et al with her usual 
warmth and frankness. 


Here are some excerpts from the 
interview. 


our new album has excellent timing. How 
different is it from your first two albums 
and what’s the music like? 


This album is quite different from ‘Duniya’ 

and ‘Pyar Ka Rang’. It’s very happy music 

for the millennium eve night celebration. 
It’s a more fuller album. All the 8 tracks are happy 
and colourful with a message in them. The first side 
is out and out dance music, whereas the other half is 
ballads and soft music. The title track is a peppy, racy 
number with its techno-dance feel and a great beat 
that will make everyone swing. This album has some- 
thing for everyone — Punjabi soul numbers, peppy 
dance tracks and ballads all composed and penned 
by my father Trilok Loomba who slogged like a dog 
with me since June. The album is all about hope and 
where dance music is concerned, it’s definitely going 
to set a trend. I’m happy, confident and proud of this 
album. The timing is great and my gut feeling is that 
it’s going to click. 

How long did you work on the album? 


From June this year I consciously stopped accept- 
ing other offers for work. All I did was to work on the 
album and of course, I continued to veejay for MTV, 
which is cool. No concerts, no modelling and actin 
assignments, I concentrated on the album as I wante 
to do something really big. Dad and I sat all day long 
in the music room for inspiration. I told Daa let’s go 
out of Bombay to work on the album but he said since 


we've done the first two albums in Bombay and they 
were successful, let’s stay here. Looking out of the 
window, listening to different kinds of sounds did 
provide us the inspiration. 


How would you describe the music? 


The title track Y2K is meant for the youth. It talks 
about rising above differences and doing well in the 
new millennium with teamwork. The youth today are 
brash and believe in using abusive language. Y2K lyr- 
ics and music instil innocence and hope in the youth 
and make them forget about problems. It’s a light- 
hearted song but at the same time it’s not frivolous. 
It's meant to cheer your up. 


The delightful ‘Ikki Chikki Chikita’ is a melodi- 
ous, fun-filled song reminiscent of ‘Duniya’. The other 
songs on the album include the soulful Punjabi 
number ‘Mahiya’, the plaintive ballad ‘Zakham’ and 
‘Dil Sheesha’ amongst others. ‘Hakkan’ (the song from 
‘Pyar Ka Rang’) is now featured on this album, in its 
new remix ‘avatar’. Incidentally, ‘Dil Sheesha’ is a 
beautiful song about how relationships are failing and 
in this fast-paced life even though one wants to say 
thank you and remember small things which make 
people happy, one misses doing that. Emotions are 
missing. ‘Dil Sheesha’ talks about the heart being the 
most sensitive part and if everyone remembers small 
things which make people happy, relationships will 
work. 


‘Pehachaan’ is about identity for the youth. Every- 
one wants an identity of his or her own. We’re all 
waiting for an opportunity and are all striving for suc- 
cess. The lyrics are simple and touch the emotional 
chord. In my opinion, ‘Pehachaan’ and ‘Dil Sheesha’ 
are the most meaningful songs. 


‘Ikki Chikki Chikita’ is a simple romantic and in- 
nocent song and any girl can relate to it. 


Entire stadium digitally created. 


I believe the video of the title tracks is really some- 
thing. How different is it from other videos? 


The video for Y2K has been shot by my brother 
Rishabh as a mega concert in a maynificent stadium. 
From my dramatic entry in a helicopter to the wild 
frenzy of two lakh screaming fans, the superb special 
effects all set off by some amazing choreography, it’s 
truly an experience. The video is innovative, tricking 
people into believing that it was shot at the Wombley 
stadium when it was actually shot at Famous Studios 
at Mahalaxmi and the entire stadium with screaning 
fans has been digitally created by Rishabh with the 
help of Rahul Purav, special effects head of Crest Com- 
munications. They worked for 20 days after the shoot 
on the video to get the special effects right. The video 
is very strong and powerful and the theme is rich and 
big. I’ve given a live performance for the video and 
done some intricate dance steps. It shows flashes of 
countdown for Jan. 1,2000. A lot of hard work has 
been put in and it took four months of planning. This 
video is already making waves on the music chan- 
nels. 


The second video is shot on the incredibly melo- 
dious song ‘Ikki Chikki Chikita' shot on the beautiful 
beaches of Maldives where I’m searching for my 
dream man. ‘Duniya’ was also shot at Maldives. The 
album will also have two more videos to be released 
subsequently, of which one is a remix of the song 
‘Hakkan’. 


“Want to make people happy’ 


Today you are a model, actress, veejay and a 
singer. Ultimately what would you like to be known 
as? 


In the end I want to be known as a performer. Even 
as a singer I’ve chosen songs which I can handle, which 
are according to my capabilities, not terribly complex. 
So when I get on stage to perform them, I see myself 
more as a person who will make people happy with 
my songs. I love music and my future as a singer will 
depend on how well this album does. I’ll continue 
working on my singing so I can improve. But I'd like 
to continue with my acting too as that gives me great 
creative satisfaction I grew up watching movies like 
‘Sound of Music’ and ‘Jewel Thief’. I’d love to do a 
‘Sound of Music’ kind of film. 


TV has been a great option and veejaying makes 
me happy so I'll continue with it. I even enjoy model- 
ling. I really enjoy all of these things, so why not do 
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them all. I’m happy doing the kind of work which 
makes me smile. All the upcoming music artistes tell 
me I’m lucky to have a father who writes and com- 
poses music for me, brother who directs my videos. 
These two men have helped me to retain a clean im- 
age and not to succumb to pressures of the music 
world. I don’t see many clean videos nowadays. I’m 
fortunate that I hardly deal with music companies. 
Very few music companies believe in artists who don’t 
break records. They, give up on an artistes very easily 
even if he or she’s good. Same goes for films where 
producers want hit films rather than good films. It’s 
sad that music companies instead of going all out to 
promote the really talented artistes go on signing up 
all kinds of artistes. 


Big bash at Club Millennium 


How’s your album going to be promoted. Are you 
going on a tour? 


Besides the music channels which are giving me 
continuous airplay which acts as a build up for the 
millennium night when I’ll be performing for two 
hours at Club Millennium, Juhu which will open its 
doors just for that night as it’s formally opening a lit- 
tle later in the month. It’s going to be a real big bash 
for which a whole lot of NRI members and their 
invitees will jet in from abroad. There’l] be fireworks 
and we’ll bring in the new millennium. I’m hopeful 
that my Y2K number will work its magic on the 
dancefloors of ali discos, restaurants, nightclubs, pubs 
and private parties since it’s so very right for the mil- 
lennium night. 


We’re planning a whole lot of small promo shows 
all over the country. But I’m looking for a good spon- 
sor. Abroad also I’d like to do some shows but they 
should be concerts for my kind of singing. I wouldn't 
like to do huge concerts with filmi people. Interna- 


tional channels do, however play our videos abroad 
which helps promote Indian acts. 


Who are your favourite singers? 


] like Whitney Houston a lot. At the same time | 
like Madonna because she’s a total performer. She may 
not be a great singer but she is very intelligent. She 
does simple songs that she can handle but concen- 
trates on the look, the dance, the videos. And, of 
course, Michael Jackson. 


What do you think of the Indipop scene? 


We're moving ahead. The videos are getting more 
sophisticated. It’s easy to get a break. But what we 
need is more music-minded people as heads of mu- 
sic companies. They should be more aware of what 
music is doing well all over the world. Also music 
companies should have better and more flexible budg- 
ets to publicise the new albums. Instead of numbers, 
they should concentrate on quality. They should move 
on. 


What do you think of the young people today since 
you symbolise the new generation? 


I] see very few responsible youngsters around these 
days. Usually the parents only give their kids beauti- 
ful houses, many cars, their CD players, their LDs. 
But don’t spend time with them. So the kids only end 
up wanting to party, to go out to the discos and spend 
the night away. You can’t blame the kids, they don’t 
know any better. Nobody is born bad, it’s only situa- 
tions that inake you. What's missing is respect. | love 
youngsters to be respectful. I’d love to see some more 
warmth and innocence. I hope my album will make 
on think. Not just the children, but the parents as 
well. 


The human touch is missing. I’m shocked at what's 
happening on the streets and in the pubs. Every child 
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is normal. I blame the parents who are giving cars to 
the kids at the age of 15 but are not spending time 
with them. My parents worked very hard and they 
ent quality time with us. Rishabh and I grew up in 
a 


appy home and grew up to think that discos aren’t 
the only thing. 


I, however, totally relate to the new generation. 
They are extremely independent. Years back to be a 
sales girl at McDonalds would have been unheard of. 
But I’d love to see some more warmth and innocence. 
E-mail and computer chats don’t give as much hap- 
piness as the human touch. 


I’ve had a very secure childhood. We have been 
brought up with the idea that you don’t compromise. 
Ours is a close family, we eat our dinner together so 
that we can sit and talk about the whole day and what 
transpired. Nowadays Mom is being a good house- 
wife, cooking good food for us to eat. Dad is provid- 
ing the music. Rishabh is directing the videos and 
I’m singing! So it’s a really close, warm feeling. And I 
wouldn’t want it any other way. 


“I want people to rejoice” 


Would you always like sing pop music or go into 
other genres? 


I like pop music as it’s not bound by film music 
rules. In pop music you can venture into different 
emotions. I sing happy, romantic and simple songs as 
I want people to rejoice. We work like dogs and our 

lives are colourless. There’s no time to socialise so we 
need excitement through our music. 


Who designs your clothes for the videos and the 
shows. Have you set the trend for teenybopper fash- 
ion as pop singers do abroad? 


Rishabh designs my clothes. The leather look of 
‘Oye Shaava’, the Bandhini look and the country look 
of ‘Mere Mehboob’ became the rage. The metallic look 
of Y2K, where I’m wearing a black patent leather 
catsuit, makes me look powerful and in control,should 
set a fashion trend. But we’re still not as big as film 
music which gets a lot of publicity so we haven't been 
setting fashion trends in a big way but hopefully in 
the future Indian pop music will grow big and pop 
singers will dictate fashion. However, when I’m not 
shooting for the videos or performing, I like wearing 
something comfortable rather than make a fashion 
statement. 


What are your future plans. Any more albums in 
the offing? 


I like to do one album at a time. I’ve signed up 
with HMV for 3 albums, out of which I’ve done ‘Pyar 
Ka Rang’ and ‘Y2K’. So I'l] definitely work on another 
one for them. I’m totally counting on the success of 
Y2K and that will determine my future. Meanwhile I 
do my riyaz every day. I love music and spend a lot of 
time in the music room with my dad. I hope I make 
some nice music in future. 


Simple, sweet and wanting to spread happiness 
all around through her music, that’s Raags for you. 
Unspoilt by her success, she remains the girl next door 
who brings a my of sunshine into everybody's lives. 
Let’s hope Y2K brings more sunshine in India of the 
next millennium! 


INDRA GIDWANI 
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INU THE 


NEWS 


Universal Music 
launched with a 
bang 


ovember 16 was a red let- 

ter day for the Indian mu- 

sic industry when Univer- 
sal Music, the world’s largest record 
company acquired a 100 per cent 
stake in Polygram India to form 
Universal Music India and invested 
a further $ 10 million in local mu- 
sic. No wonder it was an occasion 
for a grand celebration. 


Chambers Terrace at the Taj over- 
looking the Gateway of India, was 
decked up to receive the film and 
other celebrities. At one end was a 
stage with its big screen, smoke ma- 
chines, strobe lights, fleeting Uni- 
versal logos. The celebrations 
started with Nikhil Chinappa, the 
popular MTV anchor and host of the 
evening, introducing Jorgen Larsen, 
chairman and CEO of Universal 
Music International who said, “In- 
dia is the second most populous 
country in the world with a great 
tradition for an interest in music 
and audiovisual art forms. As in- 
comes rise and we get to grips with 
the high piracy rate, India will be- 
come a very interesting market for 
pre-recorded music. However, more 
importantly, the creativity and 
adaptability of local Indian artists 
are such that we see our primary 
mission as the search for and devel- 
opment of talented local artists - 
both for the local and international 
markets. He was followed on the 
stage by Norman Cheng, chairman 
of Universal Music Asia Pacific who 
said, “Universal Music sees India as 
a great opportunity for our artistes 
and music in the coming years as 
well as a potentially huge source of 
music with global appeal as well as 
continuing to promote our interna- 
tional roster. We will place a new 
emphasis on developing young lo- 
cal talent who can be successfully 
marketed and promoted both within 
India and internationally. Just as ve 
have recently seen the sudden emer- 
gence and worldwide popularity of 
Latin music, the day when Indian 


music is a universally accepted may 


not be for away.” 


Next Vijay Lazarus, President 
and Managing Director of Univer- 


Shiamak Davar 
and his troupe & 
performing at the 
Universal Music launch 


sal Music who’s grown with the 
company and seen it through sev- 
eral name changes from Polydor, 
Music India, Polygram and now 
Universal Music, took the stage say- 
ing, “I’m delighted to receive Uni- 
versal’s vote of confidence in this 
company and in Indian music in 
general. Universal has an unparal- 
leled depth and diversity of inter- 
national artistes and now with this 
new investment we have the oppor- 
tunity as an Indian company to put 
Indian music and artistes on the 
international map.” 


Universal Music India has one of 
the country’s largest catalogues of 
local music and leads the market in 
international repertoire with a share 
of over 27 per cent. The company’s 
roots go back to 1970 when, as 
Polydor India, it was the second 
international record company to be 
established in India. 


After the formal launch of Uni- 
versal, began a glittering show of 
fashion, music and dance. The fash- 
ion show was dazzling; the clothes 
were designed by Manish Arora and 
the choreography was by Marc 
Robinson. The svelte models per- 
formed sequences to the hits re- 
leased by the company in its vari- 
ous avatars during the last three 
decades including\rock, pop, bal- 
lads and movie music. There was 
the Best Seller line-up, the Rock 


Asha Bhosle 


receiving 
Achievement Award 
from Jorgen 

Larsen, President 
x CEO, Universal 
[4 Music International 


Line-up, the Ballad line-up and the 
Movie line-up. 

The fashion was followed by per- 
formances by Anup Jalota and 
Pankaj Udhas, the artistes of Poly- 
gram, now Universal Music, who 
entertained the invitees with their 
bhajans and ghazals. Next the crowd 
swung to the music of Falguni 
Pathak, also a Universal Music In- 
dia artiste. And next came Shiamak 
Davar who sang and danced accom- 
panied by his dance troupe. 


And then there was the Lifetime 
Achievement Awards’ presentation. 
The proud recipients included 
Anup Jalota, Pankaj Udhas, Ramesh 
Sippy, Amitabh Bachchan who was 
given the award by Shah Rukh 
Khan, and of course, Asha Bhosle 
whose short and sweet speech wel- 
coming Universal to India brought 
the house down. 


The lovely evening with liquor 
flowing, snacks aplenty and great 
music ended with a dazzling dis- 
play of fireworks which lit up the 
night sky. Universal Music had 
made a big splash! Talented Indian 
pop singers can now hope to make 
it big internationally. 


First web radio 
station 


he entertainment scene is 
getting livelier by the day. 
On November 23, Shammi 
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the Lifetim 


Kapoor launched in Bombay the 
website Musicurry, an online radio 
station offering music 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week from classi- 
cal to pop, film to folk. You can 
choose what you want to listen to 
from its vast music bank or browse 
through its various feature sections 
including a weekly chat interview 
hosted by Adinath Mangeshkar, 
nephew of Lata. There’ll also be 
contests, opinion polls, spicy hap- 
penings on the Indian music scene 
et al. 


The web radio is the brainchild 
of pop singer cum computer engi- 
neer Mandar Agashe and IT guru 
Gautam Godse, who were part of a 
rock group of the Pune Instutute of 
Computer Technology. Interestingly 
their company is called Question- 
able Ventures. 


How does one access this? Just 
type www.musicurry.com in your 
browser and enter. A cool chilli red 
and wacky page appears and that 
will give you instructions of how to 
proceed. You’re given a special 
login name and password after 
which you can access various facili- 
ties. Just make sure that you have 
Real Player G2 installed in your 
comp! And then just let the music 
of your choice play and enjoy! 


‘Timeless Magic’ 
wows New Zealand 


eema Roye, chosen as exclu- 
sive Fashion Designer for the 
“India At The Dawn Of The 
4jillennium’ show, recently dis- 
played her historically insightful 
collection - Timeless Magic - at New 
Zealand’s famous Bruce Mason Cen- 
tre, (1, The Promenade, Taka Puna) 
to a 1,500 strong audience. ‘India At 
The Dawn Of The Millennium’ is a 
Government of India project, under- 
taken by the Ministry of Tourism to 
promote Indian tourism overseas, 
conceptualised and executed by the 
Delhi based Event Organisation & 
Film Production company - Riya 
Communications. 


One in the series of costume dra- 
mas to be hosted in several coun- 
tries globally, Timeless Magic cap- 
tivated the New Zealanders with a 
spectacular extravaganza of colours, 
costumes, fabrics, fashion, history, 
heritage, culture and couture from 
India. Seema Roye conceptualized 
and presented a total of 11 lines 
which showcase Indian culture via 
costume dramas depicting India’s 
rich cultural heritage, through the 


Seema Roye’s Vedic line 


medium of the costumes donned by 
Indians through the different eras. 
This project will extend upto De- 
cember, 1999 and will be held in 
countries including Australia, Sin- 
gapore and Europe. In India, these 
festivals will be held in Agra and 
Jaipur. 


Eras depicted by the costume 
drama start as early as the Indus 
Valley Civilization, and introduce 
emerging trends in the evolution of 
Indian fashion chronologically, ini- 
tialised by Mohenjodaro, followed 
by the Vedic Period, Mauryan to 
Satvana Period, the Gupta Era, the 
Rajputana Period, the Sultanate Pe- 
riod, the Mughal Era, Colonial and 
Pre-independence India, Post-Inde- 
pendence India, Contemporary In- 
dia and Futuristic Fashions. 


Indian models who re-lived the 
historical experience include well- 
known models like Tora Khasgir, 
Shweta Menon, Nina Manuel, 
Priydarshini Pradhan, Ujwala Raut. 
Important aspects like the design- 
ing of the elaborate sets, stage make- 
up and hairstyling were handled by 
Ms. Asha Hariharan, the interna- 
tional expert heading ‘Beyond The 
Fringe’, a leading chain of interna- 
tional Lifestyle Salons, recently in- 
augurated in India at Mumbai. The 
event was choreographed by Rohit 
Verma and (film celebrity 
MacMohan compered the event. 


Apart from representing India’s 
fashion culture abroad via ‘India At 
The Dawn Of The Millennium’, 
Seema Roye is currently planning 
working on her “Show of the Mil- 
lennium” - the fashion show which 


will be held in December. This fash- 
ion show promises to be one of the 
spectacular events in terms of con- 
cept, talent, creativity and produc- 
tion. 


Manhattan Mauves 


hat’s in this season? Man- 
hattan Mauves - the hip, 
cool and happening col- 
ours from Silvery Lilacs to Darkest 
Purple Rage from Maybelline are 
sure to set the season on fire. 


Eyes are said to reflect the soul. 
That’s why it’s important to choose 
make-up that will emphasise their 
expression. Use the Eye Express 
Easy Eye Lining Pen to define the 
shape of your eyes - a thick line to 
create a sensation and a thin line to 


, oe 


oe: 
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subtly draw attention. Brush-on a 
single coat of Great Lash Mascara 
from Maybellino to get the subtle 
look or 2 to 3 coats for a dramatic 
effect. Now, you can also flatter your 
lashes with the new Royal Blue 
shade, and get ready to bewitch. 


For Brazen Nails capture the 
overall look of the season. Snap-up 
Express Finish shades like Silver 
Lilac, Grape, Purple Rage, Truly 
Mauve and more.... And to go from 
wet-to-brazen in one minute, slip on 
the dual tone Express Finish Two- 
Timer! 


For lips go cool with mauve and 
wild with strobe. grape and wild vio- 
let. Or paint the town red with warm 
reds and maroons. 
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Teenage singing 


hristina Aguilera just 
ensation (2:0 
other girls her age, she 
says. So when the 18-year- 


old singer, who has been home- 
) | schooled since eighth grade, got 
. invited to her boyfriend’s subur 


ban Pittsburgh high school prom 
in May, she leapt at the chance. 
But when she arrived, Aguilera 
met with frosty glares from some 
of the other girls. Even worse, they 
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left the dance floor en masse when 
the DJ started spinning Aguilera’s 
just released single “Genie in a 
Bottle.” “It was kind of sad,” says 
Aguilera “All I want to do is be 
normal. But really, it’s other peo- 
ple who won't let me be that way,” 


There are compensations, of 
course. How many adolescents, 
after all, schmooze on any given 
day with singer-actress Jennifer 
Lopez, can seriously consider 
buying a Porsche or will embark 
on a nationwide tour in Novem- 
ber? Since her sexy, pulsating “Ge- 
nie in a Bottle” spent five weeks 
atop the Billboard Hot 100 this 
summer, Aguilera has become pop 
music’s newest It girl. Last month 
her first CD, titled simply 
Christina Aguilera, debuted at No. 
1, elbowing out the long-awaited 
Puff Daddy CD Forever. And crit- 
ics rave that the 5’2" sensation, 
whose “Powerhouse pipes” Roll- 
ing Stone praises, is refreshing an 
industry populated with baby- 
voiced divas (Think Britney 
Spears) who wear the label like 
girls in their mother’s high heels. 


In Aguilera’s case the pumps 
fit. RCA, her record company, is 
so high on the teenager that they 
are calling Aguilera their 
Streisand. “I’ve worked with 
Mariah, Whitney, and Toni 
Braxton, and Christina is in that 
league,” says RCA exec Jack 
Rovner. 


Aguilera first gained attention 
last year, on the soundtrack of the 
Disney film Mulan. So new is her 
fame that she has yet to reconcile 
it with her little-girl side. (She still 
sleeps with the lights on because 
she’s afraid of the dark). Then 
there are times when she shows a 
bit of grown-up temperament, as 
during a recent visit to Chicago 


when she chided a- hotel 
bellman for not recognizing 
her. “He asked if I was 


on vacation!” huffs Aguilera. “I 
only have the No. 1 single in the 
country.” 


Maybe he was just confusing 
her with Spears. Both emerged 
from that fertile source of youth 
talent, The Mickey Mouse Club in 
Orlando, where they spent two 
seasons, from 1993 to 95. But long 


In August, Agui | 
» Aguiler 2 
olce Awards 


before she first warbled “M-I-C-K- 
E-Y,” Aguilera was showcasing 
her big voice. The daughter of 
Fausto Aguilera, 50, an 
Ecuadoran-born U.S. Army ser- 
geant, and his Irish-American 
wife, Shelly, 39, young Christina, 
a native of New York City’s Staten 
Island, would sing out at her win- 
dow to strangers. If human ears 
waren’t available, “she’d sur- 
round herself with stuffed ani- 
mals, and they’d be her audi- 
ence,” says Shelly. When Aguilera 
was 6, her parents divorced, and 
she moved with her mother and 
sister Rachel, now 13, to the mid- 
dle-class Pittsburgh suburb of 
Wexford, where Shelly married 
paramedic James Kearns, 37. 


At 8, Aguilera appeared on Star 
Search. She lost the competition 
but used her runner-up winning 
to buy a portable sound system so 
she could sing in the park. Soon 
after she was asked to sing the 
national anthem at Pittsburgh 
Steelers games and joined The 
Mickey Mouse Club at 12, 

shuttling back and forth from 
Orlando to Wexford. But she left 


Marshall Middle School, report- 
edly because her classmate’s jeal- 
ousy became too much to bear. 
Though the prom incident re- 
minded Aguilera (who earned her 
own diploma this year) of the 
painful time, she’s sure things will 
change now that she’s more of a 
star. “If I were to go back now, I'd 
get a little more love,” she says. “I 
don’t know how sincere the love 
would be, though.” 


But a Pittsburgh homecoming 
will have to wait. Aguilera who 
keeps an apartment on Manhat- 
tan’s Upper West Side but consid- 
ers her lava-lamped basement 
bedroom in Wexford her real 
home, is busy touring the coun- 
try in support of her CD. And she's 
focusing on passing her driver's 
test so she can buy that dream car. 
She may wish she had some ordi- 
nary-girl high school memories, 
but this is really the life. she pre- 
fers. “If I was in school now”, 
Aguilera says, “I’d be looking out 
of the window thinking, What if 
I'd gone out there to pursue my 
dream?’ 
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ear in and year 

out, The Beatles 

sell more albums 

in the UK than all 
but the most successful of 
contemporary recording 
artists (that remain a hand- 
ful in comparison). 
Boosted by occasional 
catalogue offers from vari- 
ous key retail outlets, in- 
variably lifts ‘Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band’ 
back into the UK Top 75 al- 
bum chart, including al- 
bums such as ‘Abbey Road’ 
and ‘Revolver’, selling well 
over 250,000 units per an- 
num. 


Sometimes, of course, 
the figure is much higher, 
as it was when The Beatles’ 
three ‘Anthology’ double 
CDs were released during 
the latter half of the ’90s. 
Sales are up again this time 
around with the unleash- 
ing of the ‘Yellow Subma- 
rine Songtrack’ (Mile- 
stone), the digitally 
remastered and definitive 
album which brings to- 
gether, for the first time, the 
15 recordings featured in 
the ‘Yellow Submarine’ 
movie. For those who 
aren't yet aware, the album 
features such classic 
Beatles tunes as ‘All You 
Need Is Love’, ‘Lucy In The 
Sky With Diamonds’, and 
‘When I’m 64'! 


oa 


In the US, the 
‘Songtrack’ is the quartet's 
lowest debuting album of 
the 90s, debuting/peaking 
at No. 15. The three ‘An- 
thology’ albums entering at 
No. 1, while ‘Live At The 
BBC’ entered and peaked 
at No. 2. However, 
‘Songtrack’ has peaked 
higher than all their al- 
bums to chart in the '80s. 
That includes new compi- 


U.K. TOP TEN ALBUMS 


COME ON OVER 
LIQUID SKIN 
THE MAN WHO 


ONE FROM THE MODERN 


YOU, ME & US 
SOGNO 

NEXUS 

YELLOW SUBMARINE 
SONGTRACK 
PERFORMANCE AND 
COCKTAILS 


10. BY REQUEST 


Shania Twain 
Gomez 

Travis 

Ocean Calor Scene 
Maistine McCutcheon 
Andrea Bocelli 
Another Level 

The Beatles 


Stereophonics 


Boyzone 


The Beatles 


U. S. TOP TEN ALBUMS 


MONUMENT 
MILLENNIUM 


RICKY MARTIN 
400 DEGREEZ 
10. NOW 2 
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lations that first saw the 
light of the day in the 80s, 
as well as catalogue al- 
bums that charted when 
they were launched for the 
first time on CD. The origi- 
nal ‘Yellow Submarine’ is 
one of the few Beatles al- 
bums not to have achieved 
No. 1 in the US, charting 
during the week of Feb. 08, 
1969 spending two weeks 
at No. 2 


CHRISTINA AGUILERA 


DEVIL WITHOUT A GAUSE 
BABY ONE MORE TIME 
SIGNIFICANT OTHER 


Dixie Chicks 
Backstreet Boys 
Christina Aguilera 
Santana 

Kid Rock 

Britney Spears 
Limp Bizkit 

Ricky Martin 
Juvenile 

Various Artists 


Meanwhile, on the UK 
singles chart, the No. 1 sin- 
gle from Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, Ger- 
many, Norway, Sweden, 
and Switzerland, Eiffel 65 
‘Blue (Da Ba Dee)’ - a ren- 
dition of which arrives on 
the big selling ‘Bacardi 
Blast 2’ album, launched 
by Virgin - which zooms to 
the top spot on the UK 

=chart. With it, there is a= 


ss ee — —————-_S Cocca 
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U.K. TOP TEN SINGLES 
BLUE (DA BA DEE) 


MAMBO NO. 5 (A 
LITTLE BIT OF) 


SUN IS SHINING 


Eiffel 


WE’RE GOING TO 
IBIZA! 


GET GET DOWN 
THE LAUNCH, 


BURNING DOWN THE 
HOUSE 


MICKEY 


(MUNCHO ye. 
SWAY 


10. BAILAMOS.- 


Lolly 
Shaft 


Vengaboys 


Paul Johnson 
DJ Jean 


Tom Jones & The 
Cardigans 


65 


Lou Bega 


Bob Marley vs. F unkstar 
DeLuxe 


Vengaboys 


Enrique Iglesias | | 


__- U.S. TOP TEN SINGLES 


UNPRETTY 

SHE'S ALL I EVER HAD 
BAILAMOS 

GENIE IN A BOTTLE 
SUMMER GIRLS 


MAMBO NO. 5 (A LITTLE 
BIT OF) 


SMOOTH 
ALL STAR 


. SOMEDAY 
10. WHERE MY GIRLS AT? 


TLC 

Ricky Martin 
Enrique Iglesias 
Ghristina Aguilera 
LFO 

Lou Bega 

Santana featuring 
Rob Thomas 
Smash Mouth 
Sugar Ray 

702 


major European continen- 
tal involvement on all the 
Top 7 records on the UK 
singles chart. 


It is followed by Germa- 
ny’s Lou Bega at No. 2, the 
Danish remix of Bob 
Marley’s 1971 recording, 
‘Sun Is Shining’, at No. 3, 
the Netherland’s 
Vengaboys at No. 4, Paul 
Johnson’s ‘Get Get Down’ 
- licensed from an Italian 
company - at No. 5, DJ Jean 
from Holland at No. 6, and 
Tom Jones’ duet with The 
Cardigans, recorded in 
Sweden, at No. 7 


The introductory single 
from ‘Reload’ (Gas Music}, 
Tom Jones’ album of col- 
laborations, ‘Burning 
Down The House’ (origi- 


nally reeorded by, The 


Talking Heads), finds the 
Welsh singer in incendiary 
form with Swedish band, 


The Cardigans. 


The single’s No. 7 debut 
with sales over 50,000 
units, gives Tom his high- 
est charting single since 
his cover of Prince’s ‘Kiss’ 
reached No. 5 eleven years 
ago. ‘Burning Down The 
House’ is Tom’s first single 
for the Gut label, and 
makes him only the second 
artist to have hits on ten 
different labels - an amaz- 
ing feat, not least because 
his first 25 hits were all on 
Decca. Lulu was the first 
artist to score on ten labels. 


The only pity here is 
that as two of UK’s best 
loved survivors from the 
60s, no one has ever seen 
it fit to pair them together 
for what would undoubt- 
edly be a_ potentially ex- 
plosive combination. 


PK. 
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The Great Pyramid of Giza and the Sphinx in Egypt where the new year is being ushered in with huge celebrations. 


airo. Egypt is now preparing for the cel- 
ebration of the new millennium. Everyone 
all over the world would like to sit in the 


shadow of the Pyramids and watch the 


magic and mystery of the turn of the mil- 
lennium. Many people believe that all the 


mysteries of the Pyramids will be solved before the 


year 2000. However, it is important to know that many 
of these “mysteries” are not based on reality: nothing 
about a lost civilization is hidden under the Sphinx 
or the Pyramids. I have been excavating at the 
Pyramids for the past twelve years and have found no 
evidence of “lost civilization” or anything to confirm 
the rumours being spread. What have been found are 
real artifacts-ovens, inscriptions, and tombs of the an- 
cient Egyptians from royalty to workmen - that reveal 
the story of the ancient Egyptian civilsation. 


Recently Mr. Farouk Hosni, Minister of Culture, 
announced at a press conference the opening of the 
Great Pyramid of Khufu, additional tombs, and the 
temple of the Sphinx at Giza. Over one hundred rep- 
resentatives of the media attended the conference and 
reported this exciting news to the world. The Pyra- 
mid of Khufu was closed on 1 April 1998, after it was 
discovered that the numbers of visitors to the Pyra- 
mid had increased humidity on the interior to 80% 
The walls of the Grand Gallery of the Pyramid were 
found to be covered with some 3 centimetres of salt. 
The Pyramid was closed according to a site manage- 
ment plan to accommodate both the importance of 
tourism as a source of national income and the im- 
portance of preserving the monuments. This plan re- 
aie that one of the three Pyramids at Giza will be 
closed each year and that the various monuments will 


Pyramids 


be opened and closed to the public on a rotating ba- 
sis. The Department of Antiquities of Giza, composed 
of a team of Egyptian architects and conservators, has 
been working to repair and conserve the Great Pyra- 
mid for a year. We also completed restoration for the 
Temple of the Sphinx and opened three new tombs 
located to the south and east of the Great Pyramid. 


The Gold Pyramidion 


I began my excavations on the east side of the Great 
Pyramid five years ago. We made an amazing discov- 
ery: the satellite Pyramid of Khufu. The substructure 
of the Pyramid consists of a burial chamber and an 
entrance directed to the north. The superstructure is 
composed of limestone blocks from the plateau and 
reaches about three metres in height. Near this pyra- 
mid, we also unearthed the oldest capstone, or 
pyramidion ever found in Egypt. 
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The construction of the pyramid was a national 
project because every household would participate 
by sending food and workmen to help the king. My 
interpretation is that, when the ancient Egyptians fin- 
ished building the pyramid, the king and government 
officials cased a capstone with gold and placed it on 
top of the pyramid. This symbolized completion of 
the pyramid and everyone in Upper and Lower Egypt 
danced and sang because the national project of build- 
ing the pyramid was successfully finished. Egypt will 
offer a similar celebration to the world on 31 Decem- 
ber 1999. We are now studying ways to complete the 
nine metres missing from the top of the Great Pyra- 
mid; we plan to construct the first five metres of this 
new addition in a way that accommodates lighting, 
and the last four metres will consist of a capstone 
cased in gold. On midnight 31 December, the new 
capstone will be uncovered and lights from the top of 
the Great Pyramid will shine across the night sky. The 
event will be beamed all over the world by televi- 
sion. Mr. Farouk Hosni chose Jean Michel Jarre from 
France to design a celebration featuring a “twelve- 
hour dream of the sun.” Then we will unveil the cap- 
stone, and the public will celebrate the new millen- 
nium in the shadow of the Pyramids. The celebration 
will take place in the desert south of the third pyra- 
mid. In anticipation of the new millennium, Dr. 
Mamdouh EI Beltagui, Minister of Tourism is prepar- 
ing twenty-four sites connected with the journey of 
the Holy Family across Egypt. At the turn of the mil- 
lennium these sacred sites will receive visitors from 
all over the world. 


The Secret Door 


The second surprise that Egypt will offer the world 
at the beginning of the year 2000 is the solution of the 
mystery of the so-called “door” found inside the Great 
Pyramid. When the monument was closed for con- 
servation in 1992, a German company headed by 
Rudolph Gantinbring was hired to clean the so-called 
airshaft inside the pyramid in order to install a new 
ventilation system. The team sent a 9-centimetre-high 
robot inside the southern shaft of the “Queen’s Cham- 
ber.” The robot found a piece of wood at the entrance 
to the shaft that either dates back to the time of carv- 
ing the shaft or was left by the adventurers who ex- 
plored the shaft in the last century. Some say that the 
Carbon-14 technique should be used to determine the 
date of this piece of wood. However, even if wood is 
ancient, we cannot use it for dating the pyramid. The 
robot went about 18 metres into the shaft and was 
stopped since we found that the shaft does not fol- 
low a straight line, as originally thought but, rather it 
curves. The robot also went on a 65-metre journey 
into the northern shaft of the pyramid, and it stopped 
in front of a “door” with two copper handles. What 
lies behind that door is a mystery and we still await 
some expert’s proposed solution to this mystery be- 
fore the year 2001. The journey of the robot will be 
broadcast by satellite so people across the globe can 
see what is behind this door. The robot’s exciting jour- 
ney will be shown live from Cairo to the entire world. 


The Mysterious Water Shaft 


The water-shaft of the Sphinx is the stuff of leg- 
ends and modern-day Internet rumours. The shaft 
opens under the causeway linking the Sphinx to the 


Pyramid of Khafre at Giza. It descends in several 
places to a depth of nearly 30 metres below the Giza 
plateau. The shaft has been known since antiquity 
for the crystal-clear water that fills the chamber at its 
bottom. The unfinished, water-filled cavern is entered 
from a higher chamber that contains niches filled with 
giant stone coffins; one of the niches is empty. A shaft 
in the door leads to a flooded corridor, and wading 
into the darkness, one hears the echoes of ground 
water dripping from rock walls. 


I decided to investigate this shaft and we began 
excavating on the second level, located about 20 me- 
tres underground. It is divided into six rooms carved 
out of the rock of the plateau. Two large, granite sar- 
cophagi were found in two different rooms, but they 
were both empty. Excavation of the floor of this room 
revealed bones and pottery. Studies of the artifacts 
and style of the sarcophagus give a 500 BC date to 
this level. We eventually reached the third level, 
which was covered with water, and we saw a Sar- 
cophagus submerged in water with its lid lying at the 
entrance to the room. We lowered two men on ropes 
into the water to examine the depth and to collect 
artifacts from the shaft. It was very exciting! 


We continued excavating the third level and 
pumped the water out. It was one of the most diffi- 
cult excavations I have ever done. We found the re- 
mains of four limestone pillars surrounded by 
masonry walls. Here there was an empty sarcophagus 
encompassed by water on three sides. On the eastern 
side of the sarcophagus we found the hieroglyphic 
sign pr, meaning “house”, incised in the ground. We 
know that the Giza plateau was known in the New 
Kingdom, around 1550 BC, by a name meaning the 
house of Osiris, Lord of the underground tunnels’. 
Therefore, the word “house” is incised in the ground, 
and the sarcophagus surrounded by water symboli- 


cally represents Osiris, ruler of the underworld where 


Khufu, Chefren, and Menkaure were buried. Osiris, 
god of the underworld and vegetation, protects the 
great kings of the IV dynasty. Therefore, I believe that 
the third level of the shaft dates back about 3,000 
years. 


Not a single piece of material culture-not a single 
object or piece of an object has been found at Giza 
that can be interpreted as coming from a lost civiliza- 
tion. Instead, we find an abundance of tombs, bodies, 
ancient boats hieroglyphic inscriptions, pottery, ov- 
ens, and so on from ts Egyptian culture of the IV 
Dynasty, about 2,000 BC. Theories and speculations 
about a lost civilization seem to excite people more 
than the discovery of the culture that we actually have 
found at Giza and elsewhere in Egypt, the culture of 
Egyptians of whose existence we are certain. It wasa 
great culture. Why do people need to look for another? 


ZAHI HAWASS 
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he first International trade 
fair was held almost a cen- 
tury ago. From then to now 
there is a sea change in the 
quantum, capacity, participation, 
and the presentation of the event 
itself though the concept behind or- 
ganising the event remains the 
same-to bring together the buyers, 
sellers and all those involved with 
a particular trade on one platform 
for interaction. ITB Berlin, the lead- 
ing organiser of trade shows in the 
world, organises about 450 trade 
shows in a year and 26 of them are 
in Asia. Leather, fashion jewellery, 
visual communication, beauty 
products, computer are some of 
them. 


To get an idea about what trade 
fairs are, who organises them and 
how these trade fairs are held, we 
will go into the details of one par- 
ticular trade fair which was held re- 
cently in Hong Kong. International 
Tourism Asia 99 was the first of its 
kind to be held in Asia and is set to 
be a long-term annual event. 


Travel and tourism today forms 
the largest industrial sector in the 
world, making an enormous eco- 
nomic contribution, globally, 
regionally and nationally, and one 
that far exceeds those of the tradi- 
tional major industrial sectors. 


The inhabitants of Asia under- 
take annually more than 40 million 
journeys to outbound destinations. 
Asia is rapidly expanding as a mar- 
ket which is becoming more attrac- 
tive for the outgoing and incoming 
travel business and is increasing in 
importance as a main source mar- 
ket for the world’s tourism indus- 
try. 

International Tourism Asia ( ITA) 
is the showcase of the world’s travel 
industry products to travel buyers 
from all over Asia Pacific, the Pa- 
cific Rim and the West Coast of 
America. Suppliers worldwide 
meet the widest range of buyers 
from the fastest growing markets in 
the world. It is.a trade gathering for 
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exhibitors from all over the world 
and buyers from the region. It allows 
Asia-Pacific travel suppliers to meet 
the region’s intra-regional travel 
trade buyers. 


The organisers for ITA are Miller 
Freeman, the largest trade show or- 
ganiser in the world, allied together 
with Messe Berlin, organisers of In- 
ternational Tourism 
Exchange(ITB)Berlin, the most im- 
portant exhibition and trade fair in 
the travel and tourism industry cal- 
endar. 


They were supported by World 
Tourism Organisation (WTO), 
World travel & Tourism Council 
(WTTC); International Air Transpor- 
tation, Association (IATA); and In- 
ternational Hotel And Restaurant 
Association (IH&RA) 


The fair was held at the Hong 
Kong Convention and Exhibition 
venue with modern halls and futur- 
istic architectural design. 


Being centrally located in the 
heart of Asia, Hong Kong was the 
ideal venue for ITA 99 trade show. 
Its easy accessibility from all cor- 
ners of the globe ( Central Location), 
full range of hotels (33,000 hotel 
rooms), dynamic entertainment in- 
dustry and efficient services made 
Hong Kong the perfect place to stage 
ITA’ 99. 


Targeting India’s Wealthy Cus- 
tomers 


The number of trips from the 
world’s second most populous 


country has in the last decade in- 
creased considerably However, this 
still represents only less than 6% 
of the total population in India. The 
Indian outbound travel market is, by 
and large, a niche market consist- 
ing mostly of the elite and middle 
class. Signs of increasing affluence 
and an emerging middle class 
means that India may soon start to 
realise its huge potential. How to ta 
and attract the Indian elite travel- 
lers was the focus of this session. 


Hong Kong will be the venue for 
ITA 2000 as well. Is it going to be 
the regular venue? Not necessarily. 


Mr Michael Duck, the Director of 
ITA is also the chairman of the Hong 
Kong Exhibition and Convention 
Organisers’ and Suppliers’ Associa- 
tion. 


India has the potential to host big 
international trade fairs. It only 
needs to be tapped. 


When I asked him if India can 
host a trade fair of such magnitude 
“Why not” was the reply from Mr. 
Michael Duck, adding “we are not 
Hong Kong. We are ready to host the 
event in any Asian country that in- 
vites us and provides with proper 
infrastructure. India has a lot of po- 
tential but infrastructure is yet to 
come”. He added “in organising a 
trade show, the host country profits 
in many ways. The approximate 
earning for the country is 1:5 in 
terms of investment and earning.” 


MADHURA KATTI 


2455 trade buyers and visitors from 49 countries and regions flocked to Hong 
Kong to attend the first ITA with Chinese Mainland recording the highest number 


of visittors and buyers. 
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SOMETIMES 


BRITNEY 
SPEARS 


You tell me you're in love with me 
Like you can't take your pretty 
eyes away from me 

It's not that | don’t wanna stay 
But every time you come too 
close | move away 


| wanna believe in everything that 
you say 

‘Cause it sounds so good 

But if you really want me, 

move slow 

There’s things about me you just 
have to know 


Sometimes | run 
Sometimes | hide 


Sometimes I’m scared of you 
But all I really want is to hold 
you tight 

Treat you right 

Be with you day and night 
Baby all I need is time 


I don’t wanna be so shy (uh-oh) 
Every time that I'm alone | 
wonder why 

Hope that you will wait for me 
You'll see that you’re the only 
one for me 


| wanna believe in everything 
that you say 
‘Cause it sounds so good 


But if you really want me, move 
slow 


There’s 
things about me 
you just 


have to know 


Sometimes | run (Sometimes) 
Sometimes | hide 

Sometimes [’m scared of you 
But all [ really want is to hold 
you tight 

Treat you right 

Be with you day and night 
All I really want is to hold 
you tight 

Treat you right 

Be with you day and night 
Baby all I need is time 


Just hang around and you'll see 
There’s nowhere I’d rather be 

if you love me, trust in me 

The way that I trust in you 

(ah ah ah) 


Sometimes | run (Sometimes) 
Sometimes | hide 

Sometimes I’m scared of you 
But all I really want is to hold 
you tight (hold you tight) 
Treat you right 

Be with you day and night 
(day and night) 

Sometimes I run (sometimes) 
Sometimes | hide 
Sometimes I’m scared of you 
(ooooh) 

But all J really want is to hold 
you tight 

Treat you right 

Be with you day and right 
(Day and Night) 


All I really want is to hold 


you tight 


Be with you day 
and night 


Sometimes I hide 
Sometimes I’m scared of you 
But all I really want is to hold 
you tight... 

TO FADE 


| BREATHE 


AGAIN 
ADAM RICKIT] 


(aah x 7) 
| breathe again, | breathe again, 


Sometimes | run (sometimes) 
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LITERARY TITANS OF THE 
MILLENNIUM 


Published by | SP Sw } 
Price Rs. ae Er Glen Si 

he onset of the new Millen- 

nium has brought about a 
string of marketing gimmicks. Along 
with the Man of the millennium and 
other such topics, it would not be 
long before somebody thought of the 
Writer of the millennium. Achala 
Moulick has gone one better and 
produced a whole host of titans of 
the millennium. The issue at stake 
is whether one agrees with her or 
not. 


Moulick has short-listed twenty- 
nine literary figures from Murasaki 
Shikibu to Anne Frank covering 
nearly 1000 years. Murasaki is the 
first lady of the millennium in the 
literary firmament. She was of Japa- 
nese origin and flouting the literary 
codes of her time, she wrote the first 
vernacular masterpiece, Tales of 
Genji. This is the beginning of the 
feminine literary tradition. The 
book is a romantic epic centered 
around the loves and lives of Prince 
Genji. Till then Japan did have no 
literature of its own and this novel 
marked the evolution of the Japa- 
nese language from the court Chi- 
nese language. 


Firdausi of Persia who lived in 
the tenth century is the next liter- 
ary figure of the millennium. With 
Shah Nama, he did for Persia what 
Homer did for Greece. The legends 
and stories that Firdausi wove into 
his epic have been repeated down 
the years in the literature of the East 
and the West. Omar Khayyam with 
the world famous ‘Rubaiyat’ is also 
included. The haunting and mellif- 
luous verses are well-known in the 
English language. 


Other literary titans are Jayadeva, 
St Francis D’Assisi, Dante, Marco 
Polo, Ibn Batuta, Machiavelli, 
Rabelias, Camoes and others. The 
author has even included Abraham 
Lincoln. Among the modern era are 
only Anne Frank and Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn. Many more deserve 
to be included. 


+t NATIONAL BESTSELLER 


J 


CAT & MOUSE 


his is another Alex Cross 

thriller and it involves the no- 
torious killer Gary Soneji who has 
threatened to do away with Alex 
Cross and his family. Cross has al- 
ready lost his wife to the madman 
and now at one stage his house is 
attacked and his Nana is injured and 
so are his children. He is at his wit’s 
end. Across the continent is another 
killer who calls himself Mr Smith 
but some detectives believe that he 
may be Soneji himself. 


A continental detective, Thomas 
Pierce offers to help the American 
authorities nab Soneji and research 
work has already impressed the 
authorities. Thomas’ interest in this 
is personal. He lost Jsabella, his only 
love,to the criminal Mr. Smith. He 
wants to avenge that death. As the 
cat and mouse game moves across 
the US, Soneji is cornered and 
killed. But Mr. Smith is still at large 
and killing at will. It means that ei- 
ther Soneji was still alive or another 
killer was executing them in the 
style of Soneji. 


The authorities are once again 
foxed. Alex has suddenly discov- 
ered himself in love and is afraid 
that he is putting himself at risk 
trailing the killer. Yet duty beckons 
and he follows the clue reaching the 
scene almost as soon as the murder 
is committed. Soon he lands on the 
trail of Thomas Pierce himself who 
has seemingly vanished. And Alex 
finds in unravelling the mystery 


that he is the next victim. He fol- 
lows duty even as he risks his love 
and finds the reason why Thomas 
Pierce was out to kill. He wanted to 
be known as the best criminal of all 
time. A happy ending for Alex but 
not for Thomas. The plot is one wild 
roller coaster ride. 


CRACKLING JOKES FOR 
ALL 


or quite some years PJ have 

been the pastime of our college 
youth. But jokes are very much a 
part of our existence because they 
bring us laughter. No one can dis- 
pute the role laughter plays in our 
lives. We have laughter clubs all 
over the city and the country which 
practice laughter. Now those who 
are not in a position to join a laugh- 
ter club may as well take a book of 
jokes, such as this one and bend 
over with laughter. 


Jokes are not only important for 
writing speeches, these are essen- 
tial ingredients for friendly gather- 
ings. You reel off jokes and you get 
popular. Sunil has a collection of 
them and he willingly shares them 
with you. The subjects are Sports, 
Hotel, General, Playboy, Jewellery, 
Doctors etc. So plunge into the jokes 
and get a belly full of laughter. One 
is better for the experience. Only 
wish the language could have been 
better edited. 


BOOK FREAK 
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FOCUS 


irmal Pandey is not an- 
other one of those flop 
actors who have come 
out with music albums 
to remain in the lime- 
light. Well, this is what he makes 
clear the moment you start speak- 
ing to him. Believe me, Nirmal is a 
well-trained singer whose parents 
insisted he take music more seri- 
ously. Had he listened to them, we 
might not have come face to face 
with his other talents. Whatever it 
is, coming out with an album was 


not another way of grabbing lime- 
light for Nirmal. A lot of hard work 
and study has gone into it. 


‘Jazba’, Nirmal’s first brush with 
the world of music, has eight tracks 
where a lot of emphasis has been 
given to the lyrics, tune, music and 
the voice, of course. The lyrics are 
by Nirmal’s wife Kausar and the al- 
bum is directed by composer Amod 
Bhatt, a dear friend of his. The mu- 
sic arrangements are by none other 
than Jayanta Pathak who is basking 
in the glory of ‘Jalwa’ and ‘Josh’, his 
dual success. He has become an in- 
herent part of Times music, or so it 
seems. 


One of the tracks of this album, 
‘Maar Daala’ is very much on air and 
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is making quite an impact. Nirmal’s 
voice truly has an appeal and it goes 
straight to your heart. All the songs 
are folk-based and why shouldn't 
they be, considering the fact that 
Nirmal Pandey comes from. 
Nainital, the place of folk music. He 
has also taken a proper training 
from his mother and grandfather 
(maternal) who would urge him to 
exercise his vocal chords. 


Some of the other tracks of the 
album are ‘Mera Pyar Bhi Tu’, ‘Rab 
Ka Matlab Pyar’, ‘Jhilmil’ and 
‘Chunaria’. The album has the ca- 
pacity of taking its listeners for a 
huge rollercoaster ride where for 
one minute there will be a touch of 
love, philosophy, mellow mood and 
lunatic laughter. So don’t go by his 
long hair and rugged looks. Behind 
that facade there is a humble human 
being who is so much in love with 
art and culture and the beautiful and 
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But people working with me in 
theatre knew about this. 


My entire concentration before 
getting into acting was towards sing- 
ing. In fact, my parents wanted me 
to become a singer. But then every- 
thing depends on your choice and 
in theatre, singing is as important 
as make-up and lights and set de- 
sign. Music is given so much of im- 
portance there. But questions are 
bound to be raised like how come 
suddenly I have come out with an 
album? If you listen to my songs, 
then you will definitely say that this 
is sung by a learned singer. It’s cer- 
tainly not because I was not doing 
well in acting that I have come out 
with ‘Jazba’. After you listen to the 
songs you will not feel that they 
have been sung just to show the 
other side of me. I have put every- 
thing into these songs. I feel that I 
will get a very good response and it 


Nirmal 
Pandey 


where he was born. This actor-cum- 
singer, has a long list of interesting 
experiences behind him. 


Even when he was a thirteen- 
year-old lad, Nirmal wanted to 
know the naunces of theatre. This 
curiosity remained and it took him 
to places like Ireland, Japan, Aus- 
tralia and France and he has worked 
with people like V. V. Karanth, 
Robin Das, K. N. Panicker, John 
Retallic and Maksui. There are so 
many things to know and so much 
to discover about this ‘Vikram 
Bhalla’ of Bandit Queen. UPBEAT 
zeroed in on this versatile guy and 
here are some excerpts from ihe in- 
terview. 


How did the idea of coming out 
with this album (JAZBA) come to 
you? 

It just happens that I have a mu- 


sical background but I never liked 
merging it with my acting career. 


will definitely change many things 
for actors coming out with albums. 
It will be a big event. 


So are you here to prove that 
even successful actors can cut an 
album? 


Absolutely. Singing is not at all 
bad. I don’t understand why this 
industry is not good to actors who 
sing? If he has trained himself in 
music, why shouldn’t he sing? Take 
Chandrachur (Singh) for example, 
he sings so well. In fact he was a 
music teacher earlier. But people 
feel that just because he is not do- 
ing well as an actor, he has started 
singing. It’s not true. 

Are you trying to say that acting 
and singing go together? 


Yeah. You cannot separate the 
two. 


But this does help in emoting 
your feelings better? 


Definitely. If you see Maar 
Daala’s video, you will also find 
performance in that. It shows the 
man selling a young girl which hap- 
pened in Egyptian countries. The 
director has tried to extract as much 
as he could from me, otherwise the 
video would have come out real 
bad. That’s the advantage of acting. 
I have acted and sung with equal 
passion. These things ae important 
and count a lot. 


How did you get started with 
theatre? Could you share some of 
your theatrical experiences with 
us? 

Theatre basically started when I 
was very young. I did my first play 
when I was in my ninth standard. I 
worked with a man who was con- 
sidered one of the greatest at that 
time. At that time there were the 
Pant Brothers of Delhi and Col. 
Gupte. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had 
given him the responsibility of pro- 
moting cultural activities in India. 
During the independence and many 
years after that, there were no cul- 
tural activities in India. He started 
a movement where he wanted 
something to be done in that depart- 
ment. So this responsibility was 
given to Col. Gupte. These three 
people did a play called 
‘Andhayudh’ when I was quite 
young. I was a small actor in that 
play. If my memory serves me right, 
I was quite impressed by them and 
liked everything they did. I used to 
be very observant and would get fas- 
cinated by the lights and dimmers 
used. Nainital is a very notorious 
place — if anyone has done some- 
thing bad in theatre, you are criti- 


cised for months. You can’t even go 
to the market. You have to sit hud- 
dled at home. (laughs) 


You have done around 100 plays 
so far. Which was the most difficult 
role to enact? 


I had played the character of 
Sarafino of Alexander Valpeno. The 
character was 70 years old: The 
script was too good and the entire 
play revolved around the old man. 
I would say it was quite difficult 
because there was a large audience 
and I had to look like an old man. | 
had difficulty in playing that but 
when it finally came out, it was well 
appreciated. It was such a beautiful 
character. The audiences would not 
go back home because they identi- 
fied themselves with the character. 
They were shocked because some 
of the characters were so real. 


With ‘Jazba’, you have entered 
music scene and you are already 
into films and theatre. Which is the 
medium you like the most? 


All the three are interesting be- 
cause all the three are creative. 
There is physical energy required 
in all these three mediums. You just 
cannot be a singer. You have to fight 
with yourself for that. As theatre is 
not of one man, much in the same 
way, music is also not of only one 
man. It’s a team work. There is time 
for everything. It’s very tmportant 
to know whether you are getting 
things of your choice and taste. The 
requirement of a team becomes 
quite important. It’s very important 
bring good music out in the mar- 

et. 


Who are your favourite actors 
and directors? 


In directors I like Ramgopal 
Verma, Shekhar Kapoor, Sudhir 
Mishra, Amol Palekar, Pamela 
Rooks and the likes. Then I like 
Naseeruddin Shah, Om Puri, 
Amitabh Bachchan, Aamir Khan, 
Manoj Bajpai. These are actors who 
have made a name for themselves 
in the industry and my hats off to 
them. It’s quite difficult to act in the 
given situation we have in India. 


What is your favourite pastime? 


Besides music, I like watching 
cricket matches and Discovery 
Channel. 


Could you share some of your 
experiences with your musical 
group ‘Yugmanch’? 

Iam with them since 1975. Lhave 
also been the director of that group. 


I have directed around 25-30 plays 
for them like ‘Andhayug’, ‘Anaro’, 
‘Sarai Ki Malkin’, ‘Kuch To 
Karo’and ‘Hamlet’ which had more 
than hundred characters. The list 
runs long. 


How was your association with 
‘Tara Arts’? 


It’s a professional group in Eng- 
land. It’s considered to be a com- 
pany. This is a company which chal- 
lenges English companies. I was 
there in this company for two years 
doing plays like ‘Heer Ranjha’, ‘Clay 
Cart’ and so many others. The in- 
teresting thing is that I had gone 
there as an actor and a singer. But 
the most memorable experience was 
with a Japanese music rireetat with 
whom I had done Shakespeare’s 
play ‘Troilus and Cressida’. No one 
will believe when I say we used all 
the instruments of Uttarakhand in 
Shakespeare’s play. From that day I 
came to know the universal appeal 
of music. Any music, if played at 
the right time and at the right place 
can do wonders. 


Did you always want to be a vil-. 
lain? 

It just happened coincidentally. 
If people have accepted me as a vil- 
lain, then I have no qualms about 
it. 

Will you: be.able-to. justify if a 
soft, romantic role is given to you? 

Definitely. The script should be 
good enough. If the script is not up 
to the mark, everything goes wrong. 
But if the script is good andI havea 
lot to do, I will definitely do it. Even 
in the video of ‘Maar Daala’, people 
are asking why I am not the hero. 


How did you feel when you got 
an award as best ‘actress’ for the 
film ‘Daayra’? 

It’s a great achievement and it’s 
quite a big thing for the whole na- 
tion. We should be proud of the fact 
that there is an actor who has got 
an award for best ‘actress’. It’s quite 
an achievement if you see it seri- 
ously. I am not sure whether any- 
one has got this earlier, but I don’t 
say that I have done something ex- 
traordinary. It's so different from all 
the other awards. 


What are your future plans? 


Films and music will go paral- 
lel, I will tryto bring something new 
in my music. Let’s see the response 
of ‘Jazba’. 


JUBILEE MUKHERJEE 
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2 MILLENNIUM 
FASHION FANTASY 


ashion in the 

new millennium 

will be wild and 

wacky or sober 

and sedate. De- 
signers in Europe and 
Germany presented their OF alee: | 
looks for Spring Summer Pot Ty wexn aac’ IMPS 
2000 at the Collection eee = 3 | ; | peieis Gory red wis: 6° ety 
Premier Dusseldorf fair = , Sin ots nail extensions 
giving a new twist to styl- : e HY 
ing, from feathers to fun 
and from lace to linen it’s 
all there. Natural fibres, 
straw blends of steel and 
silk or cotton and paper 
all make their appearance 
for fashion. Hemlines 
don’t remain static. They 
move up and down with 
great speed. Silhouettes 
get lean on one hand or 
full and billowy on the 
other. Space age styles do 
make an appearance but 
what is very strong are 
shapes that are geometric 
and layered. Make-up 
starts on the lips and eyes 
and ends up on the 
cheeks as paintings ap- 
pear all over the skin to 
add excitement. In short 
it is fantasy dressing all 
the way for the new mil- 
lennium. 
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antasy moves eee 
-ors akes a 
lingerie where the aes Hee 
comback and the frilly ¥ See 
drawstring waist could be we 
as outer wear. 


Millennium f 


ata 


Strike up a 
“eensational entry 
Yor the coming New 


millennium in shimmering 
vejlvet sequins high slit skirt 
> 4eamed with a scarlet red f 
J Hlouse. Note the head dress 7 
in black feathers and ee 
facial paint design which. 
a awill be big news. 
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The Buddhist Monastic 
Look is very strons for the 


coming millenm 
into a lavered-tiered look 
that is dramatic yet 
combre in black. 


ium. Created 


Red, the big colour of the 
century for a draped pleated 
darted balloon skirt ant 
blouse. An ensemble 
more conservative 

dresser. 


simple 
for the 


ACROSS: 


1) Faredun Balsara, Lead singer 
of this group, until AIDS 
claimed him (7,7) 

9) This Nigam boy’s Kismat 
clicked (4) 


10) Celine’s French devotional 


Love song, “Amor ndo 
El Amor (5) 


12) Amos girl’s new album, 
“From the Choirgirl Hotel” (4) 


reach on the charts (3) 


24) Sheryl who believes that to- 
morrow never dies (4) 


26) Apache Indian who prefers 
an arranged marriage, he is 
Steven (5) 


28) Listen, this is Lucky Ali (5) 


31) PhotoClue: This material girl 
wants to melt your heart (7) 


32) The English name for Ricky 
Martin’s album (6) 


DOWN: 
1) Best Jazz percussionist, three 


11) He paid musical tributes to 
Marilyn Monroe and Lady 


Diana. John (5) 
14) Robert Plant and Jimmy Page, 
founded Zeppelin (3) 


15) Michael who auctioned his 
hair for charity (6) 


17) International music com- 
pany. (Abbv) B (det) 


19) Radio Jockey (Abbv) (1,1) 
20) See 16) Across. 


22) His album, ‘Yaadein’ flopped. 
He is Dutta (6) 


24) He sings ‘Sweets for my 


13) Breakfast companion for 
Michael Jackson (3) 


15) and 21) Across. Barry, Robin 
and Maurice Gibb are staying 
alive in the hearts of their 
fans (3) (4) 


16) and 20) Down: Complete the 


66 


lyrics: “...... I want to stand 
with you___ a mountain top, 
I want___bathe with you in 
the sea.... (2) (2) 


18) The King of Bhangra. 
Mehndi (5) 


21) See 15) Across. 
23) Position every band wishes to 


times in a row. 
(6) 

2) No lies from the Queen of 
Pop. King. (5) 


Gurtu. 


3) Alisha calls it her inner voice 
(2) 


4) The first deity in the Hindu 
trinity (6) 


5) INXS member who commit- 
ted suicide. Michael. 
(9) 

6) “Don’t go tearin’ up 
Heart”, says N’Sync (2) 

8) U 2’s craving song (6) 


Sweets’, he is Lewis 
(1,1) 

25) Sanjay Maroo’s |iatest 
chant,” Hi Tu” (2) 

27) Detergent based group. 
See... Ald) 


28) “Here Comes the “said 


the Beatles (3) 
29) Indian music company (1,1,1) 


30) Sagarika’s parent related al- 
bum. “a” (2) 


VERUS FERREIRA 


See for answers page No. 40 
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New 
Albans 


@ TWELVE MONTHS, 
ELEVEN DAYS/ 
GARY BARLOW 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


Ain't no question about 
it, Gary Barlow is one of 
the most refreshing voices 
to have emerged over the 
last decade. This former 
frontman of Take That has 
proved it with certitude 
with his last few albums, 
and does it all over again 
with his new release, 
‘Twelve Months Eleven 
Days’. Barlow accentuates 
romance in overdrive in 
each of the twelve tracks 
included here. For all that 
you want is a love ballad 
set to a groovy tempo. Yes- 
terday girl, Arms around 
me, and Don’t need a rea- 
son are vintage Barlow 
tracks. Sentimentalism, of 
course, takes the front seat, 
as it always has done, but I 
doubt if his fans are gonna 
complain too much. 


@ A PERFECT LOVE/ 
VARIOUS 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


Here’s an album that’s 
got the likes of Whitney 
Houston, Air Supply, 
Annie Lennox, Aqua, Take 
That... and even Elvis 
Presley! Yep, all the top 
acts of the day, specialis- 
ing in gush, mush and ro- 
mantic sentiment. Houston 
begins the party with her 
trademark Saving all my 
love for you, Annie 
Lennox does a tremendous 
cut of the golden oldie, A 
whiter shade of pale and 
Elvis brings up the rear 
with the old Willie Nelson 
classic, Always on my 
mind. The album also in- 
cludes other gems like 
Torn (Natalie Imbruglia), 
ALL Around the world 
(Lisa Stansfield), Love 
won't wait (Gary Barlow), 
Wonderwall (Oasis), 
Breathe (Midge Ure) and 
I'll be there for you (Take 
That). This is truly one of 
the best love songs compi- 
lations I’ve heard in overa 
year. 


FRANK MILLS GOES 
TO THE MOVIES/ 
FRANK MILLS 
— MILESTONE 


Frankly, I hadn’t lis- 
tened to much of Frank 
Mills’ material] before, but 
just one honest listen was 
enough to convince me 
that he’s right up there in 
the Richard Clayderman 


The Most Unforgettable 
Movie Hits On 
PIANO 
foubuSes the Be 
Ssuaty $ thy Sant, Zemone 
Sireeis OF Easel ia, 1 BW Akeoy tove Yau, 

Vinca be Sine fyes. 
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class. Featured on the 
sleeve are instrumental 
renditions of 15 of the most 
unforgettable movie hits of 
all time on piano — such 
as Beauty and the beast, 
Chariots of fire, I will al- 
ways love you, Streets of 
Philadelphia, Send in the 
clown, Smoke gets in your 
eyes, When I fall in love, 
Smile and Terms of en- 
dearment. This is really pi- 
ano in all its potent energy. 
Mills doesn’t miss a trick 
(or beat, shall we say?). 
And let me tell you, it’s as 
good as it gets. 


@ CHRISTINA 
AGUILERA/ 
CHRISTINA 
AGUILERA 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


If her Genie in a bottle 
is burning up the charts, 
then there’s pretty good 
reason for it — it’s one of 
the most enjoyable tracks 
of the year. Christina 
Aguilera is already creat- 
ing a sensation with her 
self-titled debut album. 
This is primarily because 
the album serves two pur- 
poses. One, it’s got A-grade 
dance-cuts, which’ll make 
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you wanna squirm and gy- 
rate for hours. Secondly, 
the tracks themselves are 
good enough for listening 


pleasure by themselves. 


Among the more listenable 
cuts are the much-hyped 
Genie in a bottle, Love for 
all seasons, When you put 
your hands on me, What a 
girl wants, I turn to you 
and Love will find a way. 
But frankly, the entire al- 
bum’s a beauty. 


@ EMOTION/ 
MARTINA Mc BRIDE 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


Here’s another young 
lady who's creating quite 
an indent on the music 
scene with her 
chartbusting single I love 
you (from the OST of 
‘Runaway Bride’) True to 
its appellation, Martina 
McBride’s new album. 
‘Emotion’ is all about feel- 
ings, passions, sense and 
sensibilities — evident in 
tracks such as Do what you 
do, It’s my time, Make me 
believe, Love’s the only 
house and This uncivil 
war. Somehow, there's dis- 
tinct country twang in the 
sound of Martina McBride, 
especially when she takes 
on bluesy cuts like Better 
than feeling the blues. But 
otherwise, her music is 
contemporary as anyone 
else's. 


M@ NEVER BEEN KISSED 
{(OST)/ 
VARIOUS 
— MILESTONE 


If the film made you sit 


up and gawk with wonder, 
wait until you’ve heard the 
music. The original sound- 
track of the Drew 
Barrymore starrer, ‘Never 
Been Kissed’, is just as ex- 
citing as the movie itself. 
Featured on the sleeve are 
cuts by everyone from The 
Beach Boys to The Cardi- 
gans to John Lennon & 
Yoko Ono. Among the 
more prominent numbers 
are Never you mind 
(Semisonic) Standing by 
(Willis). Candy in the sun 
(Swirl 360), Watching the 
wheels (John Lennon & 
Yoko Ono), Until you 
loved me (The Moffats), 
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Catch a falling star (Block), 
Erase/Rewind (The Cardi- 
gans) and A girl named 
happiness (Jeremy Jordan). 


M@ BLAST FRM THE 
PAST (OST)/ 
VARIOUS 
— MILESTONE 
Imagine juxtaposing the 

music of REM and Perry 

Como, with its day and 

night difference! But that's 

exactly the case with the 

OST of ‘Blast From The 

Past’. Theoretically, the 

concept of 60s may have 

worked to the film’s advan- 
tage, but as to whether the 
music is going to appeal to 
any one section of the lis- 
teners is a matter of debate. 

There’s cool music of both 

worlds anyway, including 

I see the sun (Tommy 

Henriksen), So long toots 

(Cherry Poppin’ Daddies), 

Rhinoceros (Block), Politi- 


- 


cal science 


(Randy 
Newman), It’s a good day 
(Perry Como), Pretty ba- 
bies (Dishwalla) and It’s the 
end of the world as we 


know it and I feel fine 
(REM). 


@ GIRLS NIGHT OUT/ 
CANDY DULFER 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


How different is this 
from the countless girl al- 
bums we've heard in the 
last ten years or so — you 
tell me. There’s nothing 
really amiss about the de- 
but album of Candy Dulfer, 
‘Girls Night Out’ — I mean, 
it’s got groovy dance 
rhythms, nice musical ar- 
rangements, etc, — in 
short, all the prerequisites 
that go into a good music 
album. But sadly, what’s 
missing is some sort — any 
sort — of novelty. There’s 
a sense of deja vu that per- 
vades the album, and one 
somehow gets the feeling 
he’s heard it all before. 


@ PEACE/ 
EURYTHMICS 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


There’s a certain ethe- 
real element that comes 
through strongly in ‘Peace’, 
the new album by 
Eurythmics. I’ve not ex- 
actly been the group's 
number one fan over the 
years, but this particular 
album really had me listen- 
ing with rapt attention. | 
particularly liked Again, I 
saved the world today, I’ve 
tried everything, Power to 
the meek, Beautiful child, 


My true love, Forever and 
Peace is just another word. 
Clearly, the group seems to 
be targeting a wider audi- 
ence base now, as is evi- 
dent from their new sound. 


m@ RUN/ 
DMC 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


I tried listening to the 
album; not once but twice 
— but couldn’t make much 
sense of it, either which 
way. Admittedly, DMC 
does manage to pull off a 
trick or two with a couple 
of listenable numbers, but 
that’s where the buck 
stops. The rest of the tracks 
really act on your nerves 
and makes you wonder 
about the wisdom that goes 


into the making of an al- 
bum like this. If you like 
your music harder with 
extra-drive, power chords 
and all, then this one’s for 
you. Not for me though. 


@ SHRADHANJALI: 
JUBILEE KUMAR 
HITS/ 

VARIOUS 
— VENUS 


It’s about time someone 
brought out a musical trib- 
ute album to the late 
Rajendra Kumar. The 
Hindi film media didn’t 
call him Jubilee Kumar for 
nothing — such was his 
prowess, particularly in 
the 60s, that nearly all his 
films were certified hits 
even before they were re- 
leased. Included here are 
some of the songs we'll al- 
ways associate with 


atisel 


ey a 


[acy 
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Rajendra Kumar — Mere 
mitwa (‘Geet’), Baharon 
phool barsaao (‘Suraj’), 
Teri pyari pyari soorat ko 
(‘Sasural’), Jeevan mein 
piya (‘Goonj  Uthi 
Shehnai’), Kaun hai jo 
sapnon mein aaya (‘Jhuk 
Gaya Aasman’) among oth- 
ers. Only problem is these 
are cover versions. The 
originals would certainly 
have more nostalgia vlue. 


@ PUNJABI MUNDA/ 
JAWAHAR WATTAL 
— TIPS 


Well, the album doesn’t 
exactly work out to be the 
‘Great Bhangra Remix’ to 
be, the billing makes it out 
as, but it’s a noteworthy 
effort all the same. Fea- 
tured on the album are 20 
top bhangra tracks, sung by 
various newcomers, to 
music director Jawahar 
Wattal’s arrangements. 
These include popular hits 
like Tutak tutak tootiyan, 
Saare pindich, Hayo dank 
maar  gayee,. Mast 
kalandar, Boliyan, Tuth 
gayee tadak karke and 
quite a few previously un- 
heard of tracks from the 
Punjab. Enjoy! 

mM PARVAAZ/ 

JUNOON 

— VIRGIN 


If you thought that their 
last album comprised of 
some sensational Hindi 
pop, just wait until you've 


heard ‘Parvaaz’, their latest 


offering. Like old wine, 
Junoon only keep getting 


better and better. Take one 
look at their new single, 
Bulleya, and I’m sure you 
nod in agreement — it’s 
simply superb! This Paki- 
stani band is well and truly 
‘hot’ in every sense of the 
term. I particularly enjoyed 
the soul-searching Sanwal, 
the reminscent Pyar bina 
and the reflective Mitti. 
Each track is a cleverly 
crafted masterpiece. A 
must-buy album, if you 
take my word for it. 


@ FALLING IN LOVE/ 
VICKY SINGH 
— TIPS 


He's got good looks and 
a serviceable voice that is 
so necessary for a popstar 
today. So it makes one 
wonder as to why Vicky 
Singh's debut album, 
which contains eight 
songs, is fraught with so 
many guest artists. In ef- 
fect, Vicky ends up singing 


& 


just three solos and two 
duets — hardly enough for 
someone cutting his teeth 
on music row. Best of the 
lot, of course, is the title 
track, although I did think 
both his duets — Dil ko na 
Jaane (with Jaspinder 
Narula) and Na mujhko 
chahiye (with Suhasini) 
are also pretty good. 


@ AYA SAWAN JHOOM 
KE/ 
VARIOUS . 
—VENUS 


this album has all to do 
with ‘rain’ songs. Included 
on the sleeve are 10 tracks 
from Hindi films with 
sawan/baarish/barkha 
(rain) as the central 
premise. There’s a fair bit 
of mix of oldies like 
Saawan ka mahina (‘Mi- 
lan’), Aya sawan jhoom ke 
(‘Aya Sawan Jhoom Ke’ ), 
Barsaat mein (‘Barsaat’), 


ANSWERS 
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Like the title suggests, 


ud 


Zindagi bhar nahi bhulegi 
woh barsaat ki raat 
(‘Barsaat Ki Raat’) and 
Barkha rani (‘Sabak’); and 
more contemporary hits 
like Tip tip barsa pani 
(‘Mohra’) and Badal kyon 
garajta hai (‘Betaab’). Once 
again, these aren’t from the 
original soundtrack, so 
think twice before you buy. 


m JAZBA/ 
NIRMAL PANDEY 
— TIMES MUSIC 


He didn’t quite make it 
as an actor though he pos- 
sessed the talent. Now 
Nirmal Pandey tries a sec- 
ond shot at singing with 
his first-ever music album, 
‘Jazba’, joining a long and 
illustrious line of actors- 
turned-singers before him. 
I must say I was fairly im- 
pressed with his debut ef- 
fort, although he still has a 
long way to go as a singer. 
Among the listenable 
tracks are Maar dala and 
Jhilmil. But the one track 
that stands out is Heer 
Ranjha (a duet with Seema 
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AN ALBUM BY WIRNAL PANDEY 


Sehgal), which has some 
excellent poetry written by 
Gulzar. How successful is 
he going to be? Well, dear 
readers, you alone are go- 
ing to be the determiners 
of that. 


@ MERI JAAN 
HINDUSTAN/ 
VARIOUS 
— TIPS 
This album is yet an- 

other solemn salutation to 
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the brave Indian soldiers 
who have sacrificed their 
allin Kargil. Power-packed 
in this offering are songs of 
national pride, both film 
and non-film. These in- 
clude new hits like 
Zindagi maut na ban jaye 
(‘Sarfarosh’), Humko to 
rehna hai (‘China Gate’), I 
love my India (‘Pardes’), 
and Jalwa jalwa 
(‘Hindustan Ki Kasam’); 
and cover versions of old 
classics like Aye mere 
pyare watan 
(‘Kabuliwala’), Allah tero 
naam (‘Hum Dono’) and 
Kar chale hum fidaa 
(‘Haqeeqat’). 

PS: Tips Music is pass- 
ing on the entire proceeds 
of this album to the fami- 
lies of the war heroes of 
Kargil, so please be gener- 
ous. 


- IVOR VAZ 


Mm 


ichael 
Jackson 
jumped 
around so 
much on a 
stage in Mu- 
nich that he had to be hos- 
pitalised. Nobody knows 
whether this was for ex- 
haustion or injury. 


Imagine not being able 
to recognise Robbie 
Williams. A young waiter 
in a wine bar didn’t — so 
he refused to lead Robbie 
to a table in peak hour 
time. So? He was sacked. 


Danny Goffey, drum- 
mer with super band Su- 
pergrass has broken his 
hand. The fiery tempered 
fellow was overcome with 
road rage when a car drove 
straight into the back of 
his. Instead of swapping 
insurance details he 
punched the car that had 
jostled with him. Wonder 
whether he’ll be doing 
much drumming now! 


Leonardo di Caprio’s 
bodyguards got him into 
trouble at Taipei airport. 
They tried to protect him 
from the paparazzi and in 
the process roughed up a 
few photographers. The 
guards were packed into a 


police wagon for question- 
ing. They apologised. And 
were let off without a mur- 
mur. 


Why are Five the bad 
boys of pop? Because 


* They chuck water 
bombs out of the hotel, 
jump into ariver at mid- 
night, carry handcuffs 
around for a lark. 


* They insist that they can 
booze Oasis under 
the table. 


* They’re after anything in 
a skirt, specially dancers 


* They don’t go to bed 
until dawn, even though 
they’ve got a photo shoot 
two hours later. 


Robbie Williams 


* They keep rotting stuff in 


the fridge which makes 
them throw up, have 
strong mates who light 
matches on their butts, 


Leonardo di Caprio 


Five 


were once kidnapped by 
tramps in Sweden. 


Rock legend Eric 
Clapton (54) founded a 
clinic called Cross Roads 
to treat drug and alcoholic 
abuse in Antigua. In his 
opening speech, he came 
clean about his addiction 
in the Seventies and con- 
tinued: “A family must 
pull together. Breakdown 
occurs when everyone 
makes their own rules — 
just like I did when I forced 
my wife to have sex with 


me according 


to my 
whims.” 


Believe it or faint, the 
other goldie oldie Sir Elton 
John (52) who collects 
houses, jewels, fab wigs 
and posh cars as quickly as 
he churns out hit songs 
(one every year since 1971) 
has asked for a $ 40 mil- 
lion loan to pay off bills. 
The collateral are the pro- 
ceeds from past, present 
and future hits plus his 
homes in England, France 
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and the US. The world 
wonders what he has done 
with his estimated fortune 
of $ 256 million and his 
income of $ 131 million 
garnered within the last 
five years. 


The Spice Girls sued 


Seagrams for $100,00 for » 


selling Spice Girl tee shirts 
without their permission. 


Sinead O’Connor has 
been ordained the first fe- 
male Christian priest of a 
Roman Catholic splinter 
group Called the Latin 
Tridentine Church. Hence- 
forth she will be known as 
Mother Bernadette Mary, 
even when she sings. 


In the meantime, Ma- 
donna has reinvented her- 
self as the new face of Max 
Factor, who first developed 
the make-up for early mo- 
tion pictures. The line that 
she will promote is called 
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Max Factor Gold aimed at 
older European and Asian 
women. The gold that 
she’ll collect will be $ 6.5 
million. 


Gary Barlow has been 
in touch with the dead. 
When he was in a Liver- 
poo! theatre, he saw an 
apparition. Which walked 
right through a backstage 


Madonna 


boy. Rumour had it that it 
was a lady who had sung 
there about 70 years ago. 


Beneath her new cover- 
up Geri Halliwell has a tat- 
tooed panther way down 
her back, to keep company 
toa whole gaggle of others. 
That was just before she 
changed her image. No 
more hbare-as-you-dare 
pics, what? 


When it comes to fash- 
ion Alicia Silverstone is 
anything but “Clueless”. 
But she wasn't always this 
way. In high school she 
was ignored by the cool 
crew because she dressed 
like a boy, eschewed make- 
up and generally looked as 
though she had just stum- 
bled out of bed. Off duty 
the image still persists and 
you're most likely to see 
her schlepping around in 
jeans and tees with her dog 
Sampson as a fashion ac- 


Alicia Silverstone 


cessory. During the filming 
of “Batman and Robin” 
self-confessed foodie 
Alicia had to deal with 
bitchy remarks about her 
weight, ostensibly because 
she couldn't fit into 
Batgirl’s rubber suit. Did 
the rumours torture Alicia? 
Never, she’s been the same 
weight since she was 16 
and anti-gym to boot. 


Wanna know Louise’s 
top touring tips? 


* Pace yourself. Don’t 
wear yourself out in the 


Geri Halliwell 


first two weeks, cause 
you won't be able to 
make it through the last 
two. 


* Don’t have too many 
costume changes. 


* Don’t go mad night club- 
bing and partying. Doing 
a show is exhausting, so 
go slow on your freaking 
out. 


* Stay in touch with your 
friends and family. Get 
a mobile. 


Prey 2 ¥ 


p 


ate with 


Watking stick, to 


Louise 


* Only do things that 
make you happy. If it 
doesn’t feel like you, 
don’t do it. 


How do you go about 
writing the songs that 
make the whole world 
sing. Here’s what Shaznay 
All Saints says: 


* Get in the right mood, 
and the song is bound to 
be pretty good. I did that 
with “I know where It’s 
At”. Or if you're in a re- 
ally bad mood, sit down 
and write a song right 
then. You'll get a good 
one too, like “Never 
Ever”. 


* Stay Alone. [ love writ- 
ing at home, all by my- 
self in my bedroom. 
Other people milling 
around, hold you back 
from letting everything 
out. When you’re writ- 
ing lyrics you ve gotta be 
honest. 


« her first number 


Kylie 
Minogue 


“Werything I've 
written about is 
something Vive 
experienced” — 


Shaznay 


* Get the right backing 


track, take it home and 
listen to it. Within ten 
seconds, if I get a good 
vibe, I can roll with it. If 
I have to sit there and lis- 
ten to it again and again, 
it’s a nonstarter. 


* Get cracking. “Never 


Ever” took all of 20 min- 


utes — apart from the 
second verse which took 
10 minutes in the studio, 
later on. ; 


* Write from experience. 


That’s the only way that 
you can touch respon- 
sive chords in others. 
Millions of people share 
the same feelings as me, 


Natalie Imbruglia 


“T know where it’s at”, 
“Take the key” and 
“Beg” are my best songs. 


Let’s end with soap star- 
lets who have become 
singers. Like 


* Pint sized Kvlie 
Minogue, who began her 
career as Charlene in 
“Neighbours” and re- 
leased her debut single 
in 1988 — “I should Be 
So Lonely”. She’s since 
moved from pop starlet 
to hip chick 


* Natalie Imbruglia, who 
played Beth in “Neigh- 
bours” waited 4 years to 
release her first single 
~ bom”. 


* Danni Minogue. who 
was hanging around in 
“Home and Away” in 
1991, headed down the 
pop path and reached 
No. 3 with “All ] Wanna 


Do x9 
Danny Goffey 


* Malandra Burrows, 


“Emmerdale’s” blonde 
bombshell, who has re- 
leased no less than four 
singles on the back of 
her TV career. Her first 
single “Just This Side of 
Love” reached No. 11 in 
1990. But can you re- 
member her? Neither 
can we. 


ANNE DE BRAGANCA 


CUNHA 


Culturally 


ast month saw a 

few good releases 

and whilst some 

did well at the box- 
office, the others were un- 
explained disappoint- 
ments. Like Star Wars: 
Episode 1 The Plantom 
Menace. Its premature 
withdrawal from the box- 
office in Mumbai specially 
is unbelievable. How many 
more films are going the 
same way? None of them 
has done the superlative 
business which some films 
did in the past or even ear- 
lier this year. The other re- 
leases in the last few weeks 
have been a mixed bag of 
romantic comedy — Runa- 
way Bride which brings to- 
gether Julie Roberts, Rich- 
ard Gere and director Gary 
Marshall who earlier 
teamed up for the uproari- 
ous Pretty Woman. Now 
10 years later they team for 
this film. Comedy — EDtv, 
a tongue-in-cheek look at 
American television and 
Wild Wild West, a spoofy 
film where James Bond 
meets ‘Star Wars’. The 
Thomas Crown Affair, a 
remake of the ultimate ac- 
tion caper from the late 
60s. And then of course, 
the sensation of The Sixth 
Sense. 


As 1999 winds to an 
end, it’s curtains too for the 
20th century. And as tech- 
nology gets more and more 
advanced, human values 
are subject to scrutiny and 
the subsequent evaluation 
could reveal the ‘loss of 
innocence’ so to say. That 
‘loss’ could be aptly 
summed in the words of 
Cole Sear, the young pro- 
tagonist of The Sixth Sense 
who avers that “they 
(meaning us adults) see 
only what they want to 
see”. How true an observa- 
tion from that too a child. 
So enmeshed have we 
been with technology and 
systems that we have for- 
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gotten the touch of human- 
ness. If that is what life and 
humanity is going to be 
about in the 21st century, 
it is indeed a formidable 
thought. However, alterna- 
tive life-sciences are creat- 
ing that balance with dis- 
ciplines such as Reiki, Past 
Life Seminars, and Yoga 
and Meditation sessions. 


cal thriller, ‘The Sixth Sense’. Bruce Wilts et ment. Grou 


left) supernatural abilities 


logical stability. 


The Sixth Sense 


he most recent re- 
lease out of Holly- 
wood is Manoj. 
Night Shyamalan’s 
The Sixth Sense. The lat- 
ter is Bruce Willis’ newest 
offering and the erstwhile 
action hero is now chang- 
ing his image. Call it ‘Or- 
dinary People meets The 
Exorcist’ or ‘ET meets The 
Omen’, The Sixth Sense is 


an astounding film which 
lingers long (even days) af- 
ter you have left the thea- 
tre and insights keep com- 
ing to you. This supernatu- 
ral thriller is a class act in 
the genre. It is devoid of all 
the shock element, the 
brand equity of such films. 
Though at places it does 
have an eerieness, on the 
whole the film is more 
metaphysical than thrill- 
ing. 

Dr. Malcolm Crowe 
(Bruce Willis), a child psy- 
chologist is stalked by fail- 


ure with one patient. He is 
approached by a troubled 
mother about her son Cole 
Sear (Haley Joel Osment), 
who is visited by ghosts, 
they communicate with 
him and he is terrified and 
confused by his paranor- 
mal powers. He seeks ref- 
uge in the church reciting 
a Latin prayer or in a make- 
shift tent in his room 
where he has icons (from 
the church) line up and 
to whom he resorts to. 
Gradually, Crowe wins the 
confidence of Cole and the 
latter tells him ‘I see peo- 
ple, dead people’, so say- 
ing he looks towards a 
group of people hanging. 
Dr. Crowe of course doesn’t 
or cannot see them or is it 
doesn’t want to see them as 
Cole very often puts it. One 
such visitation takes Cole’s 
help in letting her father 
know that she had been 
really murdered by her sis- 
ter. Another one stands in 
front of him as though ex- 
plaining the reason behind 
the traffic jam in which 
Cole and his mother are 
stuck! 


What is exceptional 
about this film is that de- 
spite its supernatural 
script, at no point has the 
director resorted to gim- 
micky atmosphere recrea- 
tion and shock element. 
Yes, the end is quite a 
twist. Other than Bruce 
Willis’ performance, the 
class act is young Haley 
Joel Osment, who’s quite 
the little trooper of 1999. 
It could only be M. Night 
Shyamalan, an Asian who 
can impart those pertinent 
touches and understand- 
ing of the mysticism of the 
supernatural to a film like 
The Sixth Sense. 


The Thomas 
Crown Affair 


his 1998 caper 
film lives on in 
viewers aS a 
memorable film 
and also through its ever- 
green Oscar winning 
theme song — Michael 
Legrand’s The Windmills 


Pierce Brosnan and Rene Russo in ‘The Thomas Crown Affair’ 


Of Your Mind. Then, as 
even now MGM’s The Tho- 
mas Crown Affair spanks 
of class, art and capers. The 
original starred Steve 
McQueen and_ Faye 
Dunaway. The latter stars 
as the current Mr. Crown’s 
psychiatrist. 


Thomas Crown (Pierce 
Brosnan), is a multi-mil- 
lionaire who lacks noth- 
ing. His way of fighting off 
ennui is masterminding art 
thefts, and getting off scot- 
free as he has others (who 
never get to see him) pull 
off the diversions, whilst 
he makes off with priceless 
pieces of art from right un- 
der the collective noses of 
museum guards and offi- 
cials! One such caper, the 


Spar 


ks fly between Pierce Brosnan 


disappearance of a price- 
less Monet has Catherine 
Banning (Rene Russo) 
come into the picture and 
subsequently into Crown's 
life. Catherine is an art in- 
surance investigator, and is 
the best in her field. She is 
known to outwit, outma- 
noeuvre and outclass the 
best in the world. The two 
now pit themselves against 
each other. Whilst Crown 
is his charming best, Ban- 
ning, thinks she can outwit 

im by getting close to 
him. Now imagine what 
happens to the two of 
them! 


This remake is as true as 
the original and matches 
the classy production, the 
taut direction and the fun- 


™ 


RATHMINES 


Rene Russo in the not-to 


filled capers to the last bit 
but the accent this time is 
more on romance which 
steals your heart more than 
the art thefts. Pierce 
Brosnan and Rene Russo 
both fill the shoes of Steve 
McQueen and _ Faye 
Dunaway with ease. Even 
30 years down the line the 
Paramount release The 
Thomas Crown Affair can 
pull in the crowds. And to 
think that it all happened 
over a cup of coftee one 
morning between Pierce 
Brosnan and co-producer 
Beau St. Clair when they 
were talking about re- 
makes and The Thomas 


Crown Affair is a film they 
both loved. 


-be-missed ‘The Thomas Crown 
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Culturally 


Driver imparts the right 
amount of fluster and guts 
to Jane and Tarzan is 
voiced by Tony Goldwyn. 


Wild Wild West 


ild Wild West 
is a real neat 
spoof on the 
James’ Bond 
films and westerns. James 
West (Will Smith) is a US 
government Special Agent, 
he’s charming, romantic, 
has his ‘wits’ about him, 
and is supremely funny. 
During an undercover op- 
eration, Special Agent 
West Stumbles upon a man 
in drag, uncovers a fellow 
Special Agent Artemus 
Gordon (Kevin Kline), also 
on a similar mission. 
Gordon whose passion is 
to disguise himself was 
close to apprehending 
someone when West cre- 
ates the melee. West and 
Gordon are sent out on a 
common mission by the 
US President — to find the 
limbless, diabolic Dr. 
Arliss Loveless (Kenneth 
Branagh). The latter has 
kidnapped several top sci- 


action hero of today, some- 
times with a touch of buf- 
foonery. Kevin Kline after 
a really long while has 
come up with a creditable 
performance, while 
Branagh is a bit over the 
top. On the whole, don’t 
miss Wild Wild West. 


How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 


ow Stella Got 

Her Groove Back 

is strictly for 

those who like 
films about women bond- 
ing and particularly films 
like First Wives Club and 
Waiting To Exhale. But, it 
is not the best piece of di- 
rection. Stella (Angela 
Bassett) is a single mother, 
with a high-powered job as 
a stock broker; her viva- 
cious friend Delilah 
(Whoopi Goldberg) urges 
her to take a break from her 
well-ordered routine and 
let her hair down as she 
has forgotten her groove. 
Delilah and Stella set off 
for the sun-kissed beaches 
of Jamaica, an idyllic set- 
ting for romance, where 


entists and is coercing 
them to create a weapon 


Stella meets Winston 


he Me Tarzan, You 

Jane buzz phrase 

has a 90s version at 

last. Walt Disney’s 
Tarzan is a film to pull ca- 
pacity crowds — teenag- 
ers, young persons and 
other generations, a fun- 
filled release poised to cap- 
ture the child in everyone 
— from 6 to 60. This ani- 
mated version of Edgar 
Rice Burroughs’ classic 
tale will have everyone 
whooping in joy and, even 
swing if there were ropes 
or tough vines hanging 
around. Phil Collins’ songs 
are a stellar attraction and 
the OST album is a must. 
The tale of an orphaned 


oft told (cinematically) 
story. But Walt Disney’s 
Tarzan is the first ever ani- 
mated film of Tarzan, why 
the Disney Studio waited 
so long is a mystery? In a 
delightful song routine the 
apes play a delightful per- 
cussion piece; very remi- 
niscent of the King Louis 
routine from Jungle Book. 
Credit must be fully given 
to the Disney team for 
bringing alive the tale of 
Tarzan with so much hu- 
mour, vivid characteriza- 
tions, music and brilliant 
animation which remains 
unsurpassed. Kala is 
voiced superbly by Glenn 
Close, while Brian Blessed 
does Clayton, Minnie 


Gordon is a mechanical 
whiz, whilst West would 
like to be sheer guts, glory 
and charm. Between 
Gordon and Loveless, Wild 
Wild West has gadgetry 
which would shame even 
James Bond had he been 
born in the last century. 
Mammoth iron tarantulas, 
tanks, knives popping out 
the toe of a shoe; an arm- 
less man fitted out with a 
pair of swords, Loveless 
himself on a motorized 
wheel chair which func- 
tions as the limbs he has 
lost. ...We leave it to your 
(wild) imagination what 
ingenuity was used to cre- 
ate the first gadgetry for 
combat. Will Smith is the 
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ings for her. 


Increasingly, Whoopi 
Goldberg does cameos 
which are so enjoyable. 
Angela Bassett puts in a 
commendable effort play- 
ing a fortyish woman who 
still wants to keep fit and 
look and feel young. But 
the movie belongs to Taye 
Diggs and his disarming 
smile. The film is based on 
the semi-autobiographical 
novel by the same name 
written by Terry McMillan, 
who had earlier written 
‘Waiting to Exhale’. Kevin 
Rodney Sullivan who di- 
rected Waiting to Exhale 
and Deborah Schindler 
who produced it team up 
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again for How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back. 


EDtv 


d Pekurny (Mat- 
thew McConau- 
ghey), a video store 
attendant, is con- 
tent with his uncompli- 
cated life, as opposed to his 


brother Ray (Woody 
Harrelson), a failed entre- 
preneur, pusher and 


dreamer. Neither brother is 
aware of a conference at a 
local cable TV station — 
True TV and the changes 
it is about to bring about in 
their lives. True TV’s pro- 
gramme director Cynthia 
Topping (Ellen DeGenres) 
proposes to the channel 
brass that they put one or- 
dinary human being’s life 
on TV for 24 hours. 
Unscripted, unedited, un- 
rehearsed and uninter- 
rupted; all of America will 
sit glued to their sets 
watching this person 
LIVE!! The network’s 
bosses reluctantly okay the 
proposal.’ Ed and Ray are 
shooting pool when the 
True TV crew come for 
‘Search-cum-screen test for 
their new star’. Ray, ever 
the one to grab an oppor- 
tunity puts himself on for 
the test and calls out for 
brother Ed. Only the latter 
gets selected. Overnight Ed 
is a celebrity, his mother 
Jeannette (Sally Kirkland) 
and stepfather AI (Martin 
Landau) love all the atten- 
tion. And, long lost father 
Hank (Dennis Hopper) 
puts in an appearance. All 
of America watch Ed Live, 
rejecting all other prime 
time shows. But Ed finds 
himself alienated from re- 
ality and is weary of living 
his life on camera. Just 
how can he opt out? 


EDtv is a tongue-in- 
cheek look at how the tel- 
evision channels survive 
the cut-throat competition 
amongst each other. Their 
creating of fresh program- 
ming is not really what the 
audience wants, but what 
will get them the maxi- 
mum exposure; such a pro- 
jection of course has the 


consumer addicted to a 
show/product. Ron 
Howard, the director 
hasn’t spared the televi- 
sion media in the US tel- 
evision nor audience ad- 
dictions. What para- 
mount’s EDtv shows is way 
beyond the reach of Indian 
television; but do watch 
the fun. 


Rockford 


fter Hyderabad 
Blues Nagesh 
Kukunoor prese- 
nts Rockford 
which looks in on the sur- 
viving legacy of British 
colonialisation — the 
boarding school with all its 
British traditions. Rajesh 
Naidu (Rohan Dey) comes 
to Rockford Boy’s High 
School. His first time away 
from a sheltered family 
life, young Naidu discov- 
ers that the world outside 
his familial fold can be 
harsh and fearful yet an ad- 
venture. Rajesh finds true 
friends in the infectiously 
charming Selva (Kailash 
Atmanathan) and the 
sporty David Fisher (Imran 
Mirza). His hitherto cushy 
life at home has Rajesh 
Naidu ill-prepared for 
what’s in store for him. The 
film has some really 
charming scenes, like 
when Lily Vegas (Nandita 
Das) walks down the cor- 
ridor, the entire school so 
it seems is out to wish her 
good morning. The find of 
the film is Kailash 
Atmanathan who plays 
Selva. Rockford will have 
a nostalgic significance for 
those who have studied at 
boarding schools. While 
for the rest it may give cre- 
dence to boarding school 
stories. 


Star Wars: Epti- 
sode 1 The Phan- 
tom Menace 


t was here, and now 
it’s not, inexplicably, 
though — Star Wars: 
Episode 1 The Phan- 
tom Menace, the prequel to 
Star Wars trilogy i.e. Star 
Wars, The Empire Strikes 


Back and the Return Of 
The Jedi. Two decades ago, 
we watched, breath- 
lessly, the adven- 
tures of Luke Skywalker, 
Obi-Wan Kenobi & Co. 
Once again recently, The 
Phantom Menace, left Star 
Wars loyalists spellbound. 
At the time of making Star 
Wars, George Lucas, the vi- 
sionary-originator of this 
trilogy, created Industrial 
Light & Magic which intro- 
duced computer technol- 
ogy to the film industry 
and revolutionised special 
effects. Since Star Wars, 
ILM has broken ground 
with films like Independ- 
ence Day, Jurassic Park, 
Twister, Forrest Gump, 
etc. The Star Wars trilogy 
had audiences world-wide 
asking for more. So Lucas 
reinvented the Trilogy, a 
few years ago, when he re- 
leased the Special Editions 
of all three films. But still 
the cineaste’s thirst re- 
mained unquenched. The 
Phantom Menace is really 
speaking the foundation of 
the Star Wars Trilogy as 
already seen. Lucas re- 
called the back stories and 
has now created the Star 
Wars: Episode 1 The Phan- 
tom Menace. 


Lucas & Co. now take us 
back to the time Obi-Wan 
Kenobi (Ewan McGregor) 
was an apprentice to Jedi 
master Qui-Gon Jin (Liam 
Neeson). Luke Sky Walk- 
er’s father Anakin (Jake 
Lloyd) was still a child, but 
a whiz kid who was yet to 
give a skin to C3PIO; but 
the latter meets up with his 
tweeting pal R2D2. The 
lovable droids start off 
their little partnership 
here. The Phantom Men- 
ace begins with an insur- 
gence in the Republic and 
the peaceful planet of 
Naboo is being singled out 
by Senator Palpatine (Ian 
McDiarmid) for invasion. 
The planet’s teenaged ruler 
Queen Amidala (Natalie 
Portman) is reluctant to 
negotiate with the Senator 
and with the help of Qui- 
Gon Jin and Obi-Wan 
Kenobi, leaves Naboo in 


quest for allies. They have 
to force land on the desert 
planet Tatoonie where 
Qui-Gon Jin encounters 
young Anakin and senses 
that he’s destined for 
greater things than a slave 
on the planet. Young 
Anakin comes to the Jedi’s 
aid by winning a pod race 
and out of his winnings 
earns his freedom and 
spares for the Jedi’s ship. 
The Jedi Knights meet a 
colourful villain in the 
form of Darth Maul (Ray 
Park) who is all dexterity 
with his twin laser sword. 
All’s well in the end, but 
Qui-Gon Jin dies in a final 
battle, however not with- 
out ordaining Obi-Wan 
Kenobi as a master and the 
latter takes on Anakin as 
his apprentice. Anakin 
grows into as is well 
known in Star Wars, the 
fearsome Darth Vader. 


The Phantom Menace 
has some _ remarkable 
scenes such as the pod 
race, this sequence has all 
the grandeur and conniv- 
ing reminiscent of the 
chariot race from Ben-Hur, 
the speed and thrills of the 
Monte Carlo race track and 
camera work which simply 
is devastatingly real and 
fast. The visuals are in 
themselves a character in 
the film and yet. The Phan- 
tom Menace has its lighter 
moments like the fumbling 
Jar Jar Binks, the quaint 
looking clumsy creature 
who speaks a language all 
his own, is ever a source 
of trouble and amusement 
and is cast out by his ilk. 
While R2D2 and C3PIO 
initiate their interaction in 
the The Phantom Menace, 
R2D2 is quite taken aback 
by C3PIO being ‘naked’ — 
he has his wires showing, 
he beeps!! Other than be- 
ing a money-spinning film, 
Star Wars turned mer- 
chandising into’ the 
buzzword of the times. 
Children wanted their la- 
ser swords, they found in 
Luke Skywalker a new 
hero and in Darth Vader 
the ultimate nemesis. As- 
suredly The Phantom 
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Culturally 


Menace could repeat his- 
tory as the Star Wars gen- 
eration is now grown up 
and the now generation 
will also want their heroes. 
And as generations before 
said, they too will mouth 
‘May the force be with 
you’. 


Runaway Bride 


t’s been more than 10 

years since Julia 

Roberts, Richard 

Gere and director 
Gary Marshall teamed up 
for the uproarious Pretty 
Woman. The trio now 
come together for yet an- 
other immensely 
watchable Runaway 
Bride. Like Graham (Rich- 
ard Gere) plays a newspa- 
per man who is faced with 
multiple crises — he has a 
column deadline to meet, 
his boss is his ex-wife and, 
he is confronting the inevi- 
table writer’s block. Beat- 
ing the blues with a drink, 
he overhears a story about 
Maggie Carpenter (Julia 
Roberts) who loves being 
engaged but invariably 
fights shy of the altar just 
before the nuptials. 
Though three grooms 
down, Maggie Carpenter is 
of course furious with Ike’s 
column and swears venge- 
ance. 


Ike discovers that there 
is more to Maggie than her 
problem of commitment. 
And as she is about to walk 
down the aisle the fourth 
time, Ike is the one who 
stays by her side and helps 
her through. He discovers 
that deep down inside 
Maggie scaiiats herself to 
the likes, etc. of the man of 
the moment — right from 
their passions (trekking 
and sailing) to how they 
like their eggs (poached, 
scrambled, etc.) He speaks 
to each of the men Maggie 
has run from and Ike un- 
derstands her predica- 
ment. And before they 


Richard G | 
and Touchstone Pict 


know it, Maggie and Ike 
fall in love. Does she bolt 
out on Ike? 


Runaway Bride has 
some fine moments from 
grand weddings to shop- 
ping for the trousseau 
where local shopkeepers 
have kept her bridal gown 
on hold and refuse to show 


d Julia Roberts in 
ag eee presentation. 


her a new one. Of course, 
there are those times when 
Maggie's family and 
friends make snide asides 
about her non-marital sta- 
tus. And all through it, Ike 
is the one to hold onto her. 
One is really hard put to 
see who other than Gere 
and Roberts could have 


s in Runaway Bride’, a Pa 


ramount 


tackled this film with the 
panache these two actors 
have. 


The writer of this column is a 
journalist and film critic of 
long standing and currently is 
a media consultant as well. 


PIROJ WADIA 
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SoyND—A Weigshty- 


achin B was actually 

skinny until he hit 13. Then 

his father upped his pocket 

money, which he spent on 
fat stuff. How he loved gooey pas- 
tries and spent every break stuff- 
ing his face with them! 


By the time he was 14 he was 6 
feet tall and weighed — whsosh 
— 96 kilos. He had to wear an xxx 
L sweat shirt and his trousers were 
from an oversize clothes shop. 


“T hated myself”, he remem- 
bers. “Every morning I’d look into 
the mirror and grimace at this ugly 
lump”. 


Sachin tried diets, but they 
usually only lasted for a couple 
of hours. By the time he turned 
15, he had added 12 kilos of blub- 
ber. “I was down in the dumps, 
had no friends and was ragged 
mercilessly in school, for being a 
fatty”. 


His parents, who were both 
somewhat overweight, because 
they too loved food, tried to force 
him to diet. His mother dragged 
him to doctors. But the more he 
tried to lose weight, the more he 
piled on. On his 16th birthday he 
touched the scales at 120 kilos. 
“I'd dreamed of getting a 50 cc 
mobike but my Dad said that I was 
too heavy to ride one” 


That year Sachin digas his 
ICSE Boards and went to the 
school leaving social. After a few 
hours he realised that he’d have 
more fun bingeing at McDonalds, 
so he left. What he didn’t realise 
was that the school bully was fol- 
lowing. Within minutes Rahul, 
almost half Sachin’s weight, but 
bursting with muscles, had beaten 
Sachin to a pulp of jelly. 


When Sachin got home he was 
bleeding so badly that he had to 
be taken to an Emergeny Room. 
The doctor told him that his right 
eye was damaged and he was 
lucky to have his sight. “For the 
next few days I stayed locked in 
my room. I felt useless. Food was 
my only comfort”. 


Sachin did his H.S.C. privately, 
kept himself to himself, weight 
and all,and at the end of his HSC 


Problem 


applied for a catering course in 
Goa. And to his delight he got ad- 
mission. 


“T couldn’t wait to go to Goa”, 
says Sachin “although my parents 


were worried that since I was join- 


ing a food-oriented line in a 5-star- 
hotel, I’d balloon out some more”. 
By this time he was 130 kilos with 
a 56" waist and a 54” chest. “I 
knew I had to do something”, he 
says, “after I found that my uni- 
form had to be specially made” 


Sachin started by cutting out 
mithai, french fries, chocolates 
and pastries, and ate two balanced 
meals a day, usually breast of 
chicken or fish and boiled veggies 
and sprouts. Ifhe felt like pigging 
out, he made do with rusks and 
sugarless tea. 


“Of course, I still dreamed 
about ice-cream and kit kats but 
the thought of more abuse about 
my shape, gave me the push to 
carry on dieting”. 


Within a month, Sachin had 
lost 15 kilos. His target was 80 ki- 
los. So he worked out in the health 
club and swam for 3 hours a day 
to tone up his body. 


It took a year! 


On the morning of his 19th 
birthday he jumped on the scales. 
79 kilos, with a 34" waist. But the 
biggest surprise was finding a 50 
cc mobike in the hotel compound 
tied with an enormous red ribbon. 
It was a gift from his parents. 


On his return to Bombay, he 
decided that it was time to show 
off the new slim line Sachin. 
When he spotted a few of his old 
school pals he pulled over to 
speak to them. They didn’t even 
recognise him! 

“Now my life couldn't be bet- 
ter”, concludes Sachin. “Losing 
all that weight has given me so 
much self-confidence, specially 
where girls are concerned. More 
important, I’ve come to realise that 
there’s more to life than pastries 


and chocolates”. 


Sachin’s weight loss pro- 
gramme was extreme. If you want 
to offload, check with a nutrition- 
ist or a doctor on healthy eating. 


* A loss of 1/2 to 1 kilo a week is 
considered ideal. 


* Steer clear of fatty diets. They 
don’t work and in the long run 
can weaken your body and 
make you ill. 


* Cut out sugary foods and 
drinks. Pare fat to 30% of your 
total intake. Eat more fibre- 
based foods like brown bread 
and whole wheat flour, corn, 
sprouts, beans, dals, fruits, 
veggies and potatoes (all with 
skins) 


* Don’t eat when reading, watch- 
ing TV or talking on the phone 


* Exercise daily for at least half 
an hour. 


PS, If you’re ragged about your 
weight, talk to a parent, teacher 
or concerned adult. 


Anne de Braganca Cunha 
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xperimentation 

and some real risks 

can bring in a lot of 

variety and there- 
fore freshness and excite- 
ment in movies. But that’s 
for movie makers who 
want to do something chal- 
lenging and achieve cin- 
ematic excellence and 
thereby some professional 
satisfaction. 


Some time-tested gen- 
res, some difficult to make 
movies, some difficult un- 
imaginable themes, they, 
the daring, indusrious Hol- 
lywood lot will have a go 
at them every now and 
then. 


The results are amazing, 
amusing, at times, even 
atrocious. But that’s the 
world of films, so should 
we say that’s what movie 
magic is all about. That it 
can zap you, zip you, make 
you go bonkers over some- 
thing or just make you 
yawn away to glory. 


Let’s get on with the ti- 
tles stacked up for Decem- 
ber. It’s a terrific mix from 
the weird to the wacky. 


Remember the way-out, 
wacky action sci-fi, ‘Men 
in Black’? Something like 
that is in store for you at 
the outset, in ‘Wild Wild 
West’. Barry Sonnenfeld, 
the director of ‘Men In 
Black’now brings a wackier 
film teaming up with his 
favourite star Will Smith of 
‘MIB’ fame. 


This Smith and 
Sonnenfeld’s second col- 
laboration is based on cult 
post-modern 60’s 
teleserial. Will Smith plays 
James West, a suave state 
agent cowboy who against 
his wish, teams up with 
Artemus Gordon (Kevin 
Kline) also a fed, a master 
of disguise. Both have to 
stop Dr. Arliss Loveless 
(Kenneth Branagh), a 
megalomaniac with an ar- 
senal of weapons includ- 
ing gargantuan transport 
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called the Tarantula. Dr. 
Arlist is plotting to kill the 
President. 


To make the mission 
even more difficult, we 
have Rita Escobar played 
by the ravishing beauty 
Salma Hayak, who’s a 
damsel with murky mo- 
tives trying to slow down 
both Gordon and West in 
their mission. 


Gordon and West are 
two ends of a pole as one 
functions with fists and the 
other with wits. So what 
do we have here, a bit of 
‘Lethal Weapon’ mixed 
with a western cowboy 
film background set in 
1890’s plus freaked out ve- 
hicles and gizmos one 
finds In ‘Star Wars’ and 
other such sci-fi movies. A 
real mumbo-jumbo of gen- 
res. 


We have an excellent 
set of Dr. Arliss’ spidery 
headquarters and hero 
West’s plush gadget-filled 
train. 

Bo Welch and set deco- 
rator Cheryl Carasik have 
created a beautifully ornate 
H. G. Wellesian turn-of- 


| the-century fantasy world 


which is one of the high- 
lights of the movie. Slap- 
stick, fantasy, action and 
sci-fi gigs all put together 
can make you go wild. If 
you dig that kind of stuff 


way ee tamRE, BB 


ig # 


‘Wild Wild West’ is your 
sure-shot bet! 


rom fantasy to fisti- 
4 cuffs, our next film 
* ‘Fight Club’ is a 

_ hard-hitting, ruth- 
less action flick in the tra- 
dition of all the boxing and 
kung-fu competition flicks 
that we have seen in the 
past. 


The maker of ‘Alien 3’, 
‘Seven’ and ‘The Game’, 
David Fincher now directs 
a rather, brutal flick based 
on the nihilistic novel by 
Chuck Palahniuk. What 
happens when things go 
out of hand? American 
Palahniuk is compared to 
Britain’s J. G. Ballard and 
the movie. ‘Fight Club’ 
could turn out to be as 
challenging and 
controversial as the film of 
Ballard’s ‘Crush’. 


Futuristic, ‘Fight Club’ 
is all about American ex- 
ecutives who lead a dual 
life. By day these are 
hardworking professionals 
but by night they are 
venting out aggression and 


blows in bare-knuckle 


fighting. Rigged and ar- 
ranged action in the arena 
forms the focus of the flick. 
The story is told through 
Jack (Edward Norton), a 
straightforward white-col- 
lar worker suffering from 
insomnia, who attempts to 
fill his empty life by sitting 
in on cancer support 
groups. 


Jack’s life changes when 
he comes in contact with 
Tyler Durdon (Brad Pitt), 
the runner of the Fight 
Club and later also meets 
a gang of bold mayhem lov- 
ers called, ‘The Space 
Monkeys. Jack too gets 
pulled up in this weird 
way of getting rid of all 
pent-up feelings inside a 
person. 

Both Jack and Tyler 
strike a bond of friendship 
which is short-lived as 
both of them fall for a sado 
masochistic Marla 
(Bonham Carter). She’s a 
damsel! with sinister mo- 
tives and both Tyler and 
Jack fall apart over her. 


Brutal violence coupled 
with a bit of nudity makes 
thisa very adult film. 
If you dig futuristic stuff 
wrapped in extreme vio- 
lence then ‘Fight’Club’ is 
your choice. 


ike our earlier re- 

viewed flick ‘In- 

stinct’, a psycho- 

logical horror 
story, we now have a simi- 
lar movie ‘The Astronaut’s 
Wife’ with additional trap- 
pings. 

The ‘Astronaut’s Wife’ 
is yet another example of 
the genius and innovative 
talents of Hollywood film- 
makers. Also the risk to 
dish out something new. In 
this movie Charlize 
Thereon of ‘Devils’ Advo- 
cate’ and the very recent 
‘Mighty Joe Young’ fame 
plays the astronaut Johnny 
Depp’s wife. This story 
however unlike ‘Instinct’ 
has a bit of sci-fi trappings 


too, although not like ‘Star. 


Wars.’ 


Once after returning 
from a routine shuttle mis- 


sion Charlize starts doubt- 
ing her husband’s sanity. 
She finds him a changed 
person. Depp appears dis- 
tant and aloof to her and 
not at all receptive. 


Johnny Depp who en- 
joyed rave reviews for his 
role in Donnie Brasco 
plays with remarkable re- 
straint the role of a trans- 
formed person after return- 
ing from a space mission. 
The wife Charlize believes 
that Depp has been pos- 
sessed by an alien force 
and that’s causing all the 

problems. The aliey force is 
hell-bent on making its 
mark on the earth. And 
that makes for some horror 
scenes similar to the ones 
seen in ‘Rosemary’s Baby.’ 


Slickly directed by 
Rand Ravich ‘The Astro- 
naut'’s wife is not for the av- 
erage cine-goer looking for 
some quick action and im- 
mediate thrills watch 
Charlize Theron do a good 
job of her rele which is 
mainly about ceming to 
grips with the fact that she 
could be carrying a star 
child as she becomes preg- 
nant after the return of her 
transformed husband from 
space. 


Far-fetched but never- 
theless ‘different’. 


@ pic adventures 
4 never die’, so 
they say but to 
dleada the great delight 
of those few aficionados of 
epics, adventures, histo- 
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ricals enveloped in mys- 
tery, intrigue, action chills 
and thrills, well the days 
of ‘Solomon's Mines’, ‘In- 
diana Jones’, ‘The Sphinx’ 
ure not yet over. 


After a gap of almost a 
decade, we have an almost 


Spielbergian kind of adven- 


ture film based on Egyp- 
tian history, ritual and 
myths, titled, ‘The 
Mummy’. 


The movie raked a bo- 
nanza of $ 81 million in the 
first ten days of the box- 
office. Brendan Fraser. the 
hero Has madé:His-arark on 
the Hollywood scene but 
the sad part is that a 
watchable print of the 
‘Mummy’ is yet to make its 
mark, ‘The Mummy’ is 
definitely a big screen 70 
mm fare. 


The vast desert ex- 
panses shot in ‘The 
Mummy’ are reminiscent 
of the all-time epic film 
‘Lawrence of Arabia’ The 
ransacking, and Egyptian 
wonders crumbling like a 
pack of cards is brilliantly 
done matching the cin- 
ematic excellence of age- 
old historical favourites 
like ‘Samson & Delilah’ 
and ‘Hercules’. Battles shot 
in the Sahara desert, the 
costumes depicting old 
Egyptian lifestyles and that 
of Cairo in the 1920’s are 
done with meticulous per- 
fection. 

Truly after a long time 
we now have a meaningful 


% 


Wild Wild West - action/sci-fi (Will Smith) 
The Thin Red line - war drama (Nick Nolte) 
The Matrix - sci-fi thriller (Keanu Reeves) 
Greedy - comedy - (Kirk Douglas) 

Fight Club - action (Brad Pitt) 


The Astronaut’s wife - sci-fi-drama - (Johnny: 
Depp) 


The Mummy - action - adventure (Brendan 
Fraser) 


The Sixth Sense - horror (Bruce Willis) 


Entrapment - action - (Sean Connery) 
. Ten Things I Hate About You - teen comedy - 


(Larisa Oleynick) 


ub 


adventure to talk about. 
Although the recent films 
‘Conquest of’ Paradise’ and 
‘Cut-throat Islands’ shown 
on Star Movies can be 
called adventure flicks but 
‘The Mummy’ scores over 
them hands ~ down. 
Brendan Fraser, the hero of 
‘The Mummy’ is Holly- 
wood’s new find. 


orror flicks are 

quite a draw in 

the US of A. Like 

many that have 
gone by ‘The Exorcist’, 
‘Omen’, ‘The Seventh 
Sign’, ‘Firestarter’ and 
many more. 

Now we have a psycho- 
thriller called ‘The Sixth 
Sense’. The Protagonist is 
an eight-year-old Cole Sear 
(Haley Joel Osment) who is 
possessed by a weird, hor- 
rifying extra-terrestrial 
power connecting him to 
the world of the’dead. 
Sometimes the dead spir- 
its speak through Cole, 
other times they flock the 
place where Cole lives in. 


Toni Collete plays 
Cole’s harried working- 
class mom who ultimately 
puts her possessed son in 
psychiatric care of Dr. 
Malcolm Crowe (Bruce 
Willis) an accomplished 
child psychologist who 
lives comfortably with his 
lovely wife Anna (Olivia 
Williams). Their peaceful 
and successful life is 
wrecked when a deranged 
former patient turns a gun 
on the doctor. Crowe takes 
on a new challenge in 
Cole’s case. 


Then follows a series of 
spooky scenes a la ‘Polter- 
geist’, ‘Exorcist’, ‘Omen’. 

Watch the action ‘Die 
Hard’ hero Willis in a new 
avataar of soft-spoken 
dedicated medico. There's 
no doubt that after watch- 
ing ‘The Sixth Sense’ 
you'll prefer to see Willis 
as tough-as-nails action 
hero. For all those who dig 
spooky, scary psycho- 
thrillers, ‘The Sixth Sense’ 
should not disappoint. 


NAKUK BHAGWAT 
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rom his attic playroom in 
the rambling 40-room 
mansion, eight year-old 
Robin Williams gazed over 
the treetops surrounding 
the manicured estates of 
Bloomfield Hills, a suburb of De- 
troit, USA. With busy parents and 
neither siblings, nor neighbourhood 
children to play with, Robin often 
whiled away the hours reading or 
re-enacting famous battles with his 
huge collection of toy soldiers. 


This evening, however, Robin 
was eagerly anticipating his father’s 
arrival. Finally the car pulled up. 


Robert Williams, an executive 
with the Ford Motor Company, was 
an imposing figure to his son. There 
was such a dignified, almost Brit- 
ish reserve about him that Robin 


The transformation 
of Kobin 
Williams 


jokingly called him Lord 
Stokesbury, Viceroy of India. But he 
never called him that to his face-he 
was too intimidated. Robert 
Williams's insistence on discipline, 
hard work and self-control wouldn’t 
allow for such humour. 


Robin held out the envelope he 
had brought from school that after- 


noon. 
“What’s that, my boy?” 
“My report card, sir”. 


The elder Williams looked at the 
marks and with a smile counted off 
the A’s that filled the page. 


“Well done, son,” he said, “Now 
let’s get ready for dinner.” 


Much as he yearned for such 
praise, Robin realized there would 
be no more that evening in 1959. 
Steeling himself against his 
disappointment,the boy quietly 
headed for the dining room. He 
knew his mother would not only 
give him a big hug for doing well in 
school but would also laugh at the 
new jokes he’d heard that day. 


Although Laurie Williams was 
often busy with social engagements 
and community activities, she and 
Robin shared a special bond. A 
former model she was funny and 
charming, and when he told a joke 
or mimicked his father, she would 


burst into laughter. His flights of 
creativity flourished in her presence 
but if he became too rambunctious 
and loud, she would remind Robin 
of his father’s stern rules of behav- 
iour. Ever striving to please his fa- 
ther, Robin would diligently turn to 
his studies. 


When Robin was in high school, 
Laurie would sometimes find him 
at 2 a.m. studying at his desk. Sil- 
houetted there, his jaw set in 
determiniation, she saw the resem- 
blance between her two men. 


“Go to bed, darling. It’s very 
late,” she’d whisper. 


“T’ve got to study for a test tomor- 
row,” Robin would reply wearily. 


Derailed Ambition 


The boy did in fact, meet his fa- 
ther’s expectations. He graduated 
from his school and enrolled at the 
prestigious Claremont Men’s Col- 
lege, to study politics and econom- 
ics. But during his first year he took 


a class that included improvisa- 


‘tional theatre and knew he had dis- 


covered his destiny. As his flamboy- 
ance and creativity gained ascénd- 
ancy, a passion for performing took 
over, so much so that he flunked his 
other courses. 


By then his parents had moved 
to Tiburon, a small town hugging 
San Francisco Bay. Returning home 
after his spring semester Robin 
nervously discussed his poor grades 
with his father. “I’m not paying all 
that tuition for this,” the elder 
Williams said brusquely. “It’s okay,” 
Robin replied. “I’ve found what I 
really love to do. I’ve decided I want 
to be an actor.” 


His father paused. He sensed a 
lack of discipline and practicality 
of that might prevent his son from 
achieving his goals. “It’s fine to have 
a dream,” he said, “but you’d better 
learn a skill, like welding just in 
case.” 


The elder Williams had good rea- 
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son to be concerned. Robin began 
taking drama classes, first in the Bay 
Area, then at the prestigious 
Juilliard School in New York City 
Teachers and classmates would 
laugh at his lightning-quick wit and 
improvisational skills. Yet his am- 
bition was sometimes derailed by 
his impetuosity. Indeed, in his final 
semester at Juilliard, Williams fell 
in love with a woman and he 
dropped out of the four-year pro- 
gramme. 


Rising Star 


When the love affair ended, 
Williams stayed in the Bay Area and 
started doing stand-up comedy in 
small clubs. 


At age 25 Williams was a rising 
star. Backstage one night, he heard 
that his parents were in the audi- 
ence. The blood drained from his 
face. He knew his father did not 
approve of his son’s humour. At first 
Williams was stiff and self- 
conscious but he soon regained his 
confidence and took the audience 
on the wild ride they had come for. 


By 1978 Williams had moved to 
Los Angeles, where he was cast as 
a friendly space alien ina television 
series. The show was an instant hit, 
and Williams was suddently fa- 
mous. 


Over the next four years, as the 
TV shows popularity faded 
Williams worried that his fame had 
been a fluke. His anxiety was fuelled 
when his first movies, Popeye and 
The World According to Garp, were 
poorly received. He turned to drugs 
and alcohol to dampen his insecu- 
rities, while feeling his life was 
spinning out of control. 


Heartfelt Talks 


In 1982 two events gave Williams 
a wake-up call. His wife Valerie 
Velardi, whom he had married in 
1978, was expecting their son, 
Zachary, Zachary and his friend 
John Belushi died from a drug over- 
dose. Shocked Williams realized 
that the same fate could befall him 


unless he gave up drugs and alco- 
hol. 


He moved back to San Francisco, 
but his trials were far from over. His 
career was still faltering, and mar- 
riage had begun to unravel; he and 
Valerie woutd divorce in 1988. To 
add to his worries, his father’s 
health was failing. 


In the afternoon Williams would 
drive to the Tiburon home to visit. 


Perhaps it was the two men’s sense 
of time slipping away, but gradually 
Robert moved past his stiff reserve 
and Robin dropped his comedians’ 
mask. 


They discussd Robin’s struggles 
of the past few years, his doubts and 
his dreams for the future. “I don’t 
want to lose my family or my Ca- 
reer,” Robin said. “I guess that’s why 
I came home.” 


Robert nodded. “You know,” he 
said quietly, when my father died, 
the family business went bankrupt. 
I was only a teenager, but I had to 
go to work in the coal mine to help 
support the family.” 


In the weeks that followed, 
Robert opened up about experi- 
ences that shaped his life: his har- 
rowing duty as a naval officer dur- 
ing World War II when his ship was 
hit and ‘he watched men die around 
him; his sadness when his first mar- 
riage failed. He spoke of the fatigu- 
ing hours he’d spent on the road 
trouble-shooting at Ford plants, and 
of his regret that the had! not spent 
more time with the family. 


All of this was eye-opening and 
deeply moving to Robin But noth- 
ing touched him more than when 
his father explained why he’d re- 
tired from Ford in 1967 and moved 
his family to California. Robin, then 
16, had never known the true story 
behind the move. 


“The automobile industry was 
going downhill”, Robert said. “I 
loved what I did, but all they 
wanted to do was churn out as many 
cars as they could. The companies 
were losing their sense of pride in 
their product. I couldn’t stand by 
and watch it happen. I had to get 
out”. 


To Robin, his father’s message 
was Clear: you must decide what 
you want your life to be. Inspired 
by his father’s courage, he knew that 
he, too had to take some risks and 
reclaim the life he wanted. 


Newfound Control 


Robert Williams died in 1987, 
just as his son’s life and work came 
into focus. That year Robin won an 
Academy Award nomination for his 
performance as a wisecracking disc 
jockey in Good Morning Vietnam. 
The role allowed him to use his hu- 
mour and gift for improvisation 
while protraying a man struggling 
with the pain and loss of war. 


In subequent films, reviewers 


noted a new introspection and re- 
straint in William’s acting. His por- 
trayals were deeper, more complex 
and more subtle; he was no longer 
just a zany comic playing himself. 
For the first time Williams was tack- 
ling serious roles with poise and 
maturity. 


He continued to make people 
laugh in comedies such as Mrs. 
Doubtfire and The Birdcage, but 
even in these films his performance 
showed a newfound control. He 
saved his unbridled comic explo- 
sions for such children’s movies as 
Aladdin and Jumanji. 


In his personal life as well, 
Williams attained a sense of inner 
peace. In 1989 he married Marsha 
Garces, and they a had a daughter, 
Zelda, now nine and a son, Cody, 
seven. Williams decided to ration 
his film work and stage appearances 
in order to spend more time with 
his three children. 


In 1997 he accepted a role ina 
small film entitled Good Will Hunt- 
ing. Williams was to play a down- 
on-his-luck psychotherapist treat- 
ing an angry, troubled young man. 
It was a role, Williams felt, that had 
been written for him, and it brought 
back many of the feelings he'd to- 
wards his father as their relation- 
ship evolved. His performance was 
subtle, emotional, funny and sad, 
and no one was surprised when he 
was nominated for an Academy 
Award. 


Williams had been nominated 
three times before and had never 
won, so at the 1998 awards cer- 
emony, as he sat with Marsha and 
his mother, he was startled to hear 
his name announced for the Best 
Supporting Actor award. 


After accepting the Oscar, he 
raised the statuette. “My father told 
me I should always have a backup 
profession like welding”, he said 
The audience roared, but only 
Williams and his mother knew just 
how profound an impact Robert had 
had on his son’s success. 


Indeed, as Robin’s mother 
watched, she knew that her 46-year; 
old son was gesturing to heaven as 
if to say: Look, pop here it is. I did 
it for you. 
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BURNING THE 
CANDLE AT BOTH 
ENDS 


Born with a silver spoon in my mouth, 


| was basking in the sunshine of my 
youth, 


Like flowers in spring wafting their fra- 
grance, 


My youthful heart glowed in enthusi- 
asm and brilliance. 

! was young, full of energy, drive and ini- 
tiative, 


With ambition, enthusiasm, grit and re- 
solve, 


My goals were clear and targets set, 
With confidence { set out on my quest. 
The job was tough but the rewards were 
great, 


With heart and soul ! worked without 
rest, 


Summer or winter, ill or well, day or 
night, 


| slogged and toiled without sleep or any 
rest. 
| forgot my home, wife and my children, 


| lost count of time and the joy of lei- 
sure, 


Like a Mountaineer impatient to reach 
the top, 


| tried to blast all the way to the top. 
When friends advised, | thought them 
jealous, 


When my wife cautioned, | termed her 
foolish, 


My doctor's earnest advice fell on deaf 
ears, 


And days and weeks turned to months 
and years. 

Success came by way of quick big pro- 
motions, 


Fortune, fame and power came in rapid 
SUCCeSSION, 


Like a tornado, ! swept everything be- 
fore me, 


And the sheer joy of success over- 
whelmed me. 
Blinded, | never saw my wife's sad face, 


Deaf, | did not heed the words of ad- 
vice, 

Dumb, | never spoke any kind or loving 
word, 


And like a robot, | worked without any 
sentiment. 


Thrilled and excited, | was at dizzy 
height, 


When the avalanche hit me with all its 
might, 


Like lightning, it came and hit my heart, 


Unconscious, | landed in an intensive 
care unit. 


While my rise to the top was spectacu- 
lar,, 


The road to recovery was filled with tears 
and prayers, 


My folly was burning both ends of the 
candle, 


And by over-ambition fuelled by blind 
reckless drive. 


| lost my job and nearly lost my wife, 


For she was a wreck due to fear and 
fatigue, 


Like a bright dawn after a thunder and 
storm, 


| resumed my life with fresh hope and 
dream. , 


R. Ramakrishnan 
LISTENING 


| could have held your hand 
And linked us together 
But bonded we would be far apart. 
When building a bridge 
Both sides must be strong 
For the centre stone to be safe - 
If that stone breaks, 
There is no bndge 
But two useless outstretched arms 
Unable to touch. 
Grace Vaz, 
Panjim 


GRANDMOTHER 


Soft, aged, wrinkled skin 
Encasing knowing eyes 
Hands worn and used 
But still soft. 
Rounded figure, no longer young 
Clean smell, fresh smell 
Soft perfume 
Soft voice, wise voice 
Loving heart, loving soul 
My Nan. 
Anil Singh, 
Bangalore 


INFIDELITY 


| gave you all my love, 

And you shared your hate with me, 
Bruised my body, 

With your teeth and nails, 

The wounds on my soul. 

Are still so fresh, 

They won't heal so soon. 


Now you have come back, 

Still accepting more, 

Knocking on my bitter memories door, 
But | want you to know, 


That you don’t mean anything to me, 
So please set me free. 


Sony K. Mirchandani, 
Mumbal 


DESTROYING NATURE 


He who made, 

The wonder called beauty, 

The beauty of nature, 

The sound made of whistling wind, 
Like a music coming from a flute, 

A million stars, 

Lit up at night, 

This is the creation of god, 

That a poet admires! 


But alasill 
Trees are being felled, 


* Used for buildings, paper and wood, 


The clumps of frozen soil on barren 


* fields, 


The harvest from rainforests are lost, 
lrreversibly shrinking the bio-diversity, 
Ruining useful land, 
Are we all leading the world, 
Towards emptiness ? 
Prasitha S. Nair, 
Mumbal 


OH! MY LOVE 


Onl Gabriella in your eyes. 

A dream of love and happiness lies, 
Where love comes out from the depth 
of your heart, 

For Our tOGétnerncss, we will never Part. 


! could see an angel in your face, 
And a heaven through your smile, 
To be with you there’s no place, 
For you I’m crazy and wild. 


Stay and be my forever love, 

And with my speechless word I'll prove, 
In the depth of my heart, 

There lives your eternal soul. 


Stay in my world, dear, ° 

No demon can make you fear, 

In your heart, my love is clear, 

Your words, “love you”, are what | hear. 


Ohl My love Gabriella, 
For you I've been waiting so long, 
Just one duty left for me to do, 
That ts to escort you here to Shillong 
D. W. Gerry, 
Shillong 


(This page is open to our read- 
ers, who are welcome to send 
their creative work, including 
poems, humour, short stories, 
cartoons, etc., which should be 
their own original creations and 
not plagiarised from other maga- 
zines or books) 
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» Wedancedtill we dropped. 50 nonstop hours. If you couldn't make it for the party, don’t sweat. Catch the action on 
18th December, 1.00 pmonlyonMTV. . Ee 
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PUP Te tunis 


There are times when | need to switch off from the tedious grind of every- 
day life. And escape. Into a world of my own. My own mind space. 
All | need to do is press PLAY’. On my Philips Personal Stereo. This stereo is 
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really cool. VVith features like Digital tuning, Memory presets for AM and FM, 


Dynamic Bass Boost, Anti-rolling mechanism and Stereo Earphones. On my 
Philips Personal Stereo, | just let the music wash over me. 


